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RESOLUTION NO. 13-2026: Eligibility for National Cemetery Interment and Burial Benefits for National Guard and Reserve Members
ORIGIN: District 7 / Post 1980, Woodland Park
DATE: 04-10-2026

WHEREAS, the National Cemetery Administration of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs honors veterans and eligible family members through interment in national cemeteries and by providing lasting tributes commemorating their service and sacrifice; and

WHEREAS, members of the National Guard and Reserve have faithfully served the United States throughout our Nation's history and have contributed significantly to the defense and security of our Nation in both peace and war; and

WHEREAS, since September 11, 2001, the National Guard and Reserve Components have evolved from a strategic reserve force to an operational force routinely called upon to support domestic operations, overseas contingency operations, homeland defense missions, disaster response efforts, and other national security requirements; and

WHEREAS, National Guard and Reserve members train, maintain readiness, and stand prepared for activation and deployment in service to the United States; and

WHEREAS, current federal law establishes eligibility requirements for burial and interment benefits that may exclude certain National Guard and Reserve members whose service and commitment to the Nation merit equal recognition; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion has long supported legislation and policies that recognize the contributions and sacrifices of all members of the Armed Forces of the United States; and

WHEREAS, extending eligibility for national cemetery interment and burial benefits to qualifying National Guard and Reserve members would provide equitable recognition of their service and commitment to the Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion, Department of Colorado, in Convention assembled in Alamosa, Colorado, June 20,2026, that The American Legion urge that eligibility determinations for such services accept a member’s cumulative or mobilization orders and National Guard Form 22 as sufficient proof of qualifying service where a DD214 was not issued for that period to meet 30 days; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that The American Legion support legislation and administrative action to expand eligibility for national cemetery interment and burial benefits to National Guard and Reserve members who have honorably served and who meet substantially equivalent service requirements established for Active Duty members; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that this resolution be forwarded to the national organization for consideration at the national convention, to support federal legislation that provides equitable burial and interment benefits for qualifying National Guard and Reserve members.
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