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WHEREAS, the Department Executive Committee (DEC) serves as the governing body of The American Legion, Department of Colorado between Department Conventions; and

WHEREAS, District Commanders are members of the Department Executive Committee and are entrusted by the Posts within their respective Districts to represent their interests at meetings of the Department Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, the current Constitution and By-Laws permit a District Commander to appoint a representative to attend and act on behalf of the District Commander at a Department Executive Committee meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Colorado recognizes the importance of maintaining an established and accountable chain of leadership within each District; and

WHEREAS, allowing representation through the duly elected line officers of the District promotes continuity of leadership, accountability to the membership, and consistency in the conduct of Department business; and

WHEREAS, the National Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion do not require Departments to permit appointed representatives for District Commanders and permit Departments to establish their own procedures regarding Department Executive Committee representation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion, Department of Colorado, in Convention assembled in Alamosa, Colorado, June 20,2026, that all provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion, Department of Colorado authorizing a District Commander to appoint a representative to attend and vote at a Department Executive Committee meeting on behalf of the District Commander are hereby repealed; and be it further

RESOLVED, that when a District Commander is unable to attend a Department Executive Committee meeting, the District Senior Vice Commander shall serve as the District's representative and shall possess all rights, privileges, and voting authority otherwise granted to the District Commander for that meeting; and be it further

RESOLVED, that if the District Senior Vice Commander is unable to attend the Department Executive Committee meeting, the District Junior Vice Commander, if one has been duly elected and is serving, shall serve as the District's representative and shall possess all rights, privileges, and voting authority otherwise granted to the District Commander for that meeting; and be it further

RESOLVED, that if neither the District Commander, District Senior Vice Commander, nor District Junior Vice Commander is present at the meeting, the District shall not be represented and shall not be entitled to cast a vote at that Department Executive Committee meeting; and be it further

RESOLVED, that this succession shall apply only to attendance, participation, and voting at meetings of the Department Executive Committee and shall not otherwise alter the succession provisions governing vacancies in District offices; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that the Constitution & By-Laws Committee is directed to amend all affected sections of the Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion, Department of Colorado to ensure consistency with this policy, and that these amendments shall become effective immediately upon adoption by the Department Convention and approval as required by the Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion, Department of Colorado.
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