
since veterans first proposed a 
new VA medical center at the 
site of the former Fitzsimons 
Army Medical Center in 1995, 
Bozella noted. “But isn’t that 
the sweetest fruit of victory – to 
know that all of our hard work 

and perseverance truly was for 
something?”

Bozella lauded the efforts of the 
United Veterans of Colorado – 
which represents about 400,000 
veterans – veterans service 
organizations and the state’s 

congressional delegation, 
particularly U.S. Reps. Ed 
Perlmutter and Mike Coffman. 
Perlmutter is a Democrat 
whose district included the new 
hospital site from 2007 to 2012, 
when redistricting made it part of 

Republican Coffman’s territory. 
“No matter who was seated in 
the House or Senate throughout 
the 23-year period since 1995, 
they were in full support of us,” 
Bozella said. “We would not be 
here today without them.” 

He also praised former VA 
Secretary Bob McDonald and 
former Deputy Secretary Sloan 
Gibson for taking responsibility 
for the problem-plagued 
construction project they 
inherited and helping persuade 
reluctant lawmakers to put 
up an additional $600 million 
after years of construction 
delays, cost overruns and 
mismanagement nearly killed 
the replacement medical center 
in 2015.

Speakers at Saturday’s ribbon 
cutting included Acting VA 
Secretary Peter O’Rourke, 
Director of VA’s Eastern 
Colorado Health Care System 
Sallie Houser-Hanfelder, 
Coffman, Perlmutter, and 
other members of Colorado’s 
congressional delegation. 

The 1.2-million-square-foot 
Rocky Mountain Regional 
VA Medical Center replaces a 
weary 70-year-old hospital near 
downtown Denver that packed 
as many as four patients at a 
time in the same hospital room. 
The new facility includes a 
much-needed spinal cord 

(Continued on 26 Page See Injury)
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After more than two decades 
of debate, controversy, 

disappointment and unrelenting 
persistence from The American 
Legion in Colorado, the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs finally cut the ribbon 
at its new Rocky Mountain 
Medical Center on July 21. 
The upbeat ceremony drew 
hundreds of veterans, families 
and politicians to the sprawling 
Aurora campus where the long-
troubled and nearly-canceled 
facility will finally start treating 
patients. Many Colorado 
veterans thought they would 
never live to see the day.

“This is a story of perseverance,” 
said Ralph Bozella, a Colorado 
veteran and chairman of 
The American Legion’s 
national Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Commission. 
“This is a story of people not 
giving up, of keeping the faith 
in good times and during those 
dark times when things were not 
going so well.” 

Four U.S. presidents and eight 
VA secretaries have come 
through the federal government 

Finally, a new VA 
medical center in 
Colorado

Veteran Artie Guerrero attended the ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the new Rocky Mountain Regional VA 
Medical Center in Aurora, Colo., on Saturday, July 21, 
2018. Photo by Chet Strange/The American Legion



  Page 2                                                       The American Legion Internet Observer                          

The American Legion 
Internet Observer

The American Legion Internet Observer is an official 
publication of The American Legion, Department of 
Colorado,and is owned exclusively by the Colorado 
Department. Published Monthly at the Department 
Headquarters, 7465 East 1st Ave, Ste D Denver. CO 80230. 
(303) 366-5201. 

Send correspondence to the above address. Visit us 
at www.coloradolegion.org or e-mail to observer@
coloradolegion.org

Publisher/Editor-in Chief:
Charles P. Smith

Contributors:
The American Legion
Dispatch

Design and Layout and Editor:
Darrell Myers

Still Serving America
Do you have an ongoing program or 
activity that serves your community? 
Do you have a friend or relative that 
goes above and beyond the call of duty 
to help others?
Drop us a line and tell us what your 
story is or how you or this person is 
demonstrating that they are Still Serving 
America, but must be received  by the 
10th of the month, the month prior.
In submitting your information, please 
be sure to include your full name, 
address and telephone number.  There’s 
a good chance the information you send 
us will make it into The Observer.  Please 
send to: Still Serving America, The 
American Legion, 7465 East 1st Ave. Ste 
D Denver, CO 80230.
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During my travels to The American Legion Department of 
France in early June, I had the opportunity to provide an 

Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) grant of $20,000 to Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center in Germany. I presented this grant 

alongside Sons of The American 
Legion National Commander Danny 
Smith, Auxiliary National President 
Diane Duscheck and Department of 
France leadership. It truly was a gift 
from our Legion Family.

OCW is an American Legion 
program, but so many of our 
donations are raised and given by 
the American Legion Auxiliary, 
the Sons of The American Legion 
and our Legion Riders that I really 
believe it is a gift from all of us. It is 
our special way of thanking heroes 
and families that have sacrificed on 
our behalf.

The same goes for the National Emergency Fund (NEF). Since 
September 2017, during the height of hurricane season, NEF has 
surpassed $1 million in donations. That’s because of the Legion 
Family working together. And since January of this year, we have 
provided nearly $161,000 in NEF grants.

Legion Family support doesn’t just come through monetary 
donations but volunteerism as well. July is a busy month for 
Americanism programs – Boys Nation and Girls Nation, Legion 
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A Message From The National Commander

American Legion’s foundation of service 
By: Denise Rohan, National Commander

National Commander
Denise Rohan

  August 2018

Baseball and the Junior 3-Position Air Rifle Championships – 
and they don’t happen without your volunteer efforts. And we are 
hearing about the impact of your volunteer efforts.

Jamie (Beyerle) Corkish, American Legion’s 2002 Junior 
3-Position Air Rifle National Precision champion and a 2012 
Olympic gold medalist in air rifle, shared that “veterans were a part 
of those hundreds of people on the (Olympic) podium in London 
that I thought about that helped me win that medal. Every person 
that I ever came across had some type of influence on me. With The 
American Legion (air rifle) program, those veterans had a huge 
influence on me. I wouldn’t have gotten that college scholarship if 
it weren’t for those veterans willing to give their time back to the 
community.” 

The testimonial of Corkish is only one of thousands by those 
who have been positively impacted and influenced by the Legion 
Family through monetary donations and volunteerism. 

Download The American Legion’s “Why You Should Belong” 
brochure at www.legion.org/publications to learn about and share 
with others all the ways Legion Family members are improving the 
lives of veterans, military personnel, their families, communities 
and youth through resources, volunteerism, financial assistance, 
advocacy and more. 

Even when my time as your national commander comes to an end, 
I will always look forward to hearing about the great things that 
Legion Family members are doing to promote the good of The 
American Legion and its foundation of service. 

DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICE 
155 Van Gordon St. - Room 364 - Lakewood, CO 80228 

Phone: 303-914-5585 - FAX: 303-914-5588 

Join The American Legion 

 

 Help Our Nation's Veterans



All incoming Department Commanders get to pick what project 
they want to sponsor for their year as Commander. There are 

an infinite number of charities and programs that need the attention 
and contributions to make them 
financially solvent, thus making them 
successful.

I looked hard for a project that met 
my criteria: 

Is it a Legion Program?…(Check). 

Is it a Colorado Program?…(Check). 

Is it a Veterans helping Veterans 
Program?…(Check). 

Is it in desperate need of more money.
(Check).

Is it something I can have a passion 
about, that changes lives?..(Big Check) 

Well, it was staring at me the whole time. I didn’t need to look any 
farther, I choose: Colorado Veterans Assistance Fund! (CVAF)

CVAF was created to give immediate assistance to Colorado vet-
erans in need. It’s fast, fair and red tape free, thus getting the assis-
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Department Commander Smith's Call

Commander’s Project: Colorado Veterans Assistance Fund 
By: Robb Smith, Department Commander 

Robb Smith
Department
Commander

tance to those in greatest need faster! We veterans are stubborn, we 
have a hard time ever asking for help, this gives the relief where 
it’s needed when the veteran finally asks for help.

Department Commander Smith’s Challenge

I ask that every post have at least 1 fundraising event this year that 
focuses on maintaining this fund with their donation. Raise the 
money either within your post or get contributions from external 
sources. 

Mail your contribution check to: Department HQ, 7465 E. 1st Ave 
#D, Denver, Co 80230 

Write Check To: The American Legion, Department of Colorado 

Write Check Memo: “Department Commander Smith’s Project, 
CVAF”

Last year the fund went dry! An absolute tragedy, we had to turn 
away veteran who were on their last dime with no other resources 
to turn to. We should be proud of what this fund achieves and pre-
serve its contribution to our own veterans in this state. We can 
continue to help Colorado Veterans for years to come…But not 
without your help!

HOOAH!!

The American Legion – National Headquarters reducing staff by 15%
By: Richard Sisk, Military.com, 15 Jul 2018 

The group, which will celebrate its 100th birthday next year, is 
cutting back on national staff in order to fine-tune its mission as 

a veterans service organization. (Courtesy of The American Legion) 

The two-million-member American Legion is cutting staff and 
shaking up management in an effort to fine-tune its advocacy role 
with the Trump administration, as the Department of Veterans 
Affairs transitions to new leadership.

The cuts will affect approximately 15 percent of the Legion’s total 
of about 300 staff positions at its Indianapolis and Washington D.C. 
headquarters, said Legion spokesman Joe Plenzler.

“The last structural reorganization was several decades ago, and 
staff positions are being adjusted to meet the demands of the 
modern workforce,” the organization, which has about 13,000 posts 
nationwide, said in a statement.

“We’ve eliminated some legacy positions that have been made 
obsolete by technology, such as facsimile (FAX) processing 
billets and paper claim file processors, and we’ve added other new 

positions. We have also offered and accepted early retirements and 
voluntary separation packages,” the statement said.

“We view this as a responsible step in the stewardship of our 
two-million-member Veterans Service Organization (VSO),” the 
statement said.

As part of the reorganization, Louis Celli, who had been the Legion’s 
legislative director, will become the new executive director. Celli 
was the Legion’s point person in supporting the VA Mission Act, 
which was signed into law in June by President Donald Trump to 
expand private health care options for veterans while preserving the 
VA’s role as primary provider and gatekeeper.

The Legion and other VSOs have pledged to monitor implementation 
of the VA Mission Act. The bill is still largely unfunded and will 
be put in place under the leadership of Robert Wilkie, whose 
confirmation as the new VA secretary is expected to be approved by 
the full Senate later this month.

The nomination of Wilkie, who had been undersecretary of defense 
for personnel and readiness, was approved in a voice vote by the 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee on Tuesday.
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A Message From  Department Sr Vice Commander Noechel

Members are the key to success
By: Dean Noechel, Department Jr. Vice Commander

Here we are in August 2018, in a short 7 months our great 
organization will be 100 years old. I hope that your Posts 

and Districts are out there in the communities recruiting new 
members and showing the Veterans 
that we care about them and want 
them to be in our organization. I 
have set up a new membership book 
for 2018-2019, did you get your 
copy at Convention? This book 
has individual, Post and District 
Membership awards that are 
available to each of you. I challenge 
you to get that book and work to 
make 2018-2019 our best year in 
membership. 

Membership Goals will be sent 
out to the District Officers and 
the Department Junior Vice 
Commanders. Please work with 
them to get an achievable goal for 

your Post. Remember that our membership is the key to the success 
of our organization at the Post, District, State and National level. 
Did you know that your membership in The American Legion 
is the best kept secret in our Communities? Why is that? We as 
Legionnaires do not look for a pat on the back or to be recognized 

Dean Noechel
Department 

Jr. Vice Commander

for the hard work that we do, we just accomplish the mission and 
move on. I challenge each one of our members to recruit just 1 
New member this year. 

We have the National Membership workshop in Indianapolis 
August 10-11, 2018, there are a bunch of Membership team 
members going and we want to bring back to Colorado all the 
great information and tools to make each Post and District the 
most successful that it can be. As your 2018-2019 Senior Vice 
Commander, I look forward to working with you with all your 
membership needs, I am always available to visit and help any Post 
or District in Colorado that may need my assistance. Remember 
that our success for 2018-2019 will involve communication and 
my favorite 3 words WORK THE PROGRAMS.

Our 2018-2019 Colorado Membership Work shop will be on 
August 18, 2018 starting at 10:00am at Department Headquarters. 
I would ask that you come out and see what we have in store for 
this year. Your membership Team is here to assist you with all your 
Post and District Membership events.

I Would Like to Challenge Each District To Recruit 100 New 
Members To Our Organization. Each One Will Receive A 
Special Award at Convention.

Work the Programs!!!!

1,840 American Legion posts 
participate in the Legion’s Flag-

Rewards program. Posts participating 
receive a 10-cent credit for each 
dollar spent on the purchase of 
American Flags from the Emblem 
sales. Purchases include those made 
by the post, as well as by schools, 
businesses, churches and individuals 
that buy U.S. flags from Emblem 
sales and designate their local posts to 
receive credit for the purchase.

To get started in the Flag rewards 
program, post adjutant’s can register 

A Message From  Department Jr. Vice Commander Jones

Did you know?
By: Anthony L. Jones Sr., Department Jr. Vice Commander

Department Jr. Vice 
Commander 

Anthony L. Jones

their posts online at https://emblem.legion.org/flag_rewards.
asp

For God and Country



Once upon a time, in 1946 a single WWI Legionnaire, Harry 
Comerly, wrote words on hotel stationery that would eventually 
become the words that congress adopted as the Post WWII GI 
Bill. It has been argued over the years that this single document 
essentially changed the face of America. It opened up opportunities 
for the WWII veterans to purchase homes, further their education, 
and secure good paying jobs and to transform America into a real 
economic powerhouse. The vision of our WWI veterans was still 
alive, and a better America for all. 

Once upon a time, America again found itself embroiled in a war 
in a far-off country called Korea. This war is often referred to the 
“forgotten war” by those who served in it. But the America Legion 
did not forget. They continued their activism before Congress 
to assure these veterans would not be forgotten, nor lost, in the 
system. Once again the leaders of the American Legion recognized 
the need to bring these veterans into the fold so that they too could 
be a part of the solutions to their unique problems. 

Once upon a time, a “conflict” broke out in a place called 
“Vietnam.”  Once again American boys and girls were asked to 
fight a war in a far-off country. There is still a controversy today 
about when that war really began. Some say our involvement in 
Vietnam goes back to 1956 and that should be the start day for 
veteran’s benefits. Others say the start date should be in 1959 when 
the first American military advisors were inserted into the country. 
The American Legion finally settled on January 21, 1961 and asked 
Congress to make this the official start date for benefits. The first 
recognized casualty of that war, James T.  Davis from Tennessee 
was killed in hostile action on December 22, 1961. For years this 
remained the official start date. But no matter what the date the 
American Legion was once again in the forefront of advocating 
for veterans of that war. 

Once upon a time, continues for veterans of the Panama, Granada/
Lebanon, Persian Gulf and all of the veterans serving since August 
of 1991 as the American Legion welcomed them into our ranks. 
We have been continuously addressing their unique issues and 
problems.  

Once upon a time, continues to this day. It would take a book to tell 
all of the stories of “Once Upon a Time” for The American Legion. 
In fact, a book and a DVD do exist. Just order it from our National 
Emblem Sales catalog. 

Today, if you are reading this and you are not a member of The 
American Legion you need to join. It is an organization worth the 
effort. If you are reading this and you know a veteran who is not 
a member, take pride in your organization and ask them to join. 
There will be many, many more “Once upon a Time” days in the 
future. Count on it.

Once upon a time… This famous opening line of many a story, 
real and imagined, has special significance for the American 

Legion. For once upon a time, March 15, 1919 to be exact, a 
group of doughboys who had just fought the “war to end all wars” 

made a decision that would change the 
course of history. It was on that day 
the collective mind-set of these WWI 
heroes came together to form The 
American Legion.  From that day on 
The American Legion has celebrated 
many, once upon a time days. 

For instance, in November of 1919 the 
NEA and The American Legion and 
decided that many of their comrades 
were illiterate and that they needed 
to highlight the value of education. I 
quote from the first paragraph of the 
NEA website.  

“Distressed that 25 percent of the 
country’s World War I draftees were illiterate, and 9 percent 

were physically unfit, representatives of the NEA and the 
American Legion met in 1921 to seek ways to generate 

public support for education.”

From that meeting in 1921 The American Legion and the NEA 
sponsored a resolution that designated a week in November to be 
called “American Education Week.” This year we will celebrate 
that event from November 12-16, 2018.  For 100 years the 
American Legion has been concerned about the education of our 
youth.  So, our “once upon a time” story here is the beginning of 
our commitment to education and it continues today.

Once upon a time, the WWI veterans were concerned that all of the 
services they needed as veterans to assist them and their families 
back to a normal life were scatted among many federal agencies.  
So, in 1930 they fixed that by passing a resolution asking Congress 
to roll all of the services available to veterans into one agency. 
From that resolution, and American Legion activism in Congress, 
came the Veterans Administration as we know it today.

Once upon a time, this country entered into another war with the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. America was drug into a war they did 
not want and once again America would ask their young men to 
fight and defend our freedoms. The America Legion was right in the 
middle of the war with their activism on behalf of these new veterans 
and imploring Congress to provide the resources to win that war. 
The WWI veterans running the American Legion at that time soon 
made the decision that these new veterans needed to belong to The 
American Legion so they went to Congress and changed our charter 
to permit these WWII veterans to join their ranks. 
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A Message From Department Adjutant Smith

Once upon a time 
By: Pat Smith, Department Adjutant

C. Pat Smith
Department Adjutant
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Many of our Post & District Officers are now well on the 
road to a successful new year. Still there are possibly many 

questions these officers have about their respective positions but are 
hesitant to ask or do not know whom 
to ask. I am here to say … You are 
not the only person with question(s) 
about your office and you should be 
able to get these answered quickly 
and correctly. 
While spending much of my time 
initially in The American Legion 
as an officer at the Post and District 
level I was able to experience many 
different responsibilities. Through 
a natural progression, I decided to 
get involved at the Department level 
starting with the DEC (Department 
Executive Committee). It was there 
our Department Adjutant Pat Smith 
gave me the nickname, “Question 
Man”. In the beginning, there 

always seemed to be something new that I had not experienced at 
the Post or District level, so I would ask questions, a lot of them. 
Funny thing is there were those around me at the time that also had 
questions and did not have answers; they were quite happy that I 
asked and got answers for us all!
This past year I provided a pilot training course while visiting 
Posts in Districts 3, 4 & 7 that covered the Membership process 
and Adjutant training. This training is not meant only for the 

“Adjutant” or officer but any and all as it encompasses how to 
be a more successful membership recruiter and also the job of 
the Adjutant; this then provides the Post Commander a better 
understanding of the complete membership process with who is 
responsible for what, why, when and where. This training course 
was so popular that I am asking you and your Post to contact me 
directly via email (tdumosch@yahoo.com) for this no cost program 
with all materials supplied. My only request is to have at least 
representatives from more than one Post, so it can be scheduled for  
you and also a fellow nearby post or posts with a couple of their 
members or officers in attendance too – this course will leave you 
with a new respect for the entire process from meeting a fellow 
veteran on the street, to them becoming a Post member and giving 
them forward knowledge of the District, Department and National 
levels and finally back to what this all means to the member; 
Graduate will receive a certificate of completion and by request 
only receive an electronic copy of the course to keep as notes for 
future reference. You can not get this kind of near one -one training 
on Line or from National. 
One thing is for sure, we all were elected and installed for an office, 
some of us received an officer’s guide but very few have received 
formal training that could make your life and position easier. Now 
YOU have the opportunity to receive a formal, interactive course 
with real materials, tried and true feed back to your questions, and 
most importantly instruction like you have not received before in 
this 2-hour course provided for FREE.
This year let’s work smarter, not harder and please allow me the 
opportunity to help you become successful in this 99th year of The 
American Legion.

Tony DuMosch
Department Jr. Vice 

Commander

A Message From  Department Jr. Vice Commander DuMosch

Training course available
By:Tony DuMosch, Department Jr. Vice Commander

The Hoosier war correspondent remembered
The American Legion Jul 26, 2018 

On Friday, Aug. 3, Burton Woolery Post 18 of 
Bloomington, Ind., will take part in a local 

observance of National Ernie Pyle Day, designated as 
such by a U.S. Senate resolution proposed by Indiana 
senators Joe Donnelly and Todd Young.

The event and the resolution were developed by the 
Ernie Pyle Legacy Foundation, founded by his family to 
preserve the memory of the famed World War II reporter 
who was killed in Japan during combat in April 1945. 

Pyle was a native of Indiana, and actually served three 
months in the Navy Reserve at the end of World War 
I. He later attended Indiana University in Bloomington. 
Post 18 was founded in 1919, but in 1945 Ernie Pyle 
Post 247 was founded at the university, the first World 
War II post to be established on an Indiana college 
campus.

The initiative started last year in Albuquerque, N.M., 
Pyle’s home for many years. Gerald Maschino, executive 
director of the Legacy Foundation, says that event had 
American Legion involvement as well: local Forty-Niners 
Post 49 “served all the food to the veterans and families” 
in attendance.

As for the Bloomington event, Post 18 is encouraging 
member attendance; managing and serving food alongside 
their Auxiliary unit; and bringing a number of American 
flags to post around the area, as well as presenting the 
colors. “They have been very helpful and great to work 
with,” Maschino says. 

Bloomington Mayor John Hamilton, “We Were 
Soldiers Once … and Young” co-author Joseph 

(Continued on Page 18 See Galloway)
Ernie Pyle (Library of 
Congress image)



  Page 8                                                      The American Legion Internet Observer                                            August 2018

Summer time is a great time of year for many fund raisers.  
Many Posts depend on fund raisers, from monthly breakfast or 

dinners.  Some do yard sales that cost little to no money upfront. 
There is also fund raiser on many 
social media sites these days that 
can help supplement those other 
fund raisers. 

Fund raisers should never be high 
cost for low margin.  I have seen 
many fund raisers put Posts into 
the position of it being a loss.  Fund 
Raisers should never do that and i 
they do, please reconsider whether 
or not you should do that type of 
fund raiser again.

Again there is many fund raisers that 
only require the effort to perform, 
especially for the small financially 
limited posts.  

Spaghetti dinners are low cost and often high margin fund raisers 
that also serve to bring small communities together. These can be 
done on a regular once a month basis and with a little advertising 
thru social media (Free) then you may become a popular place too 
for locals to eat once a month.  

Yard Sales; Labor intensive but often very high margin for funds.  
Have local and Post members donate things that would be good in 
a yard sale.  One persons junk is another’s treasure.  You can set up 
at your post and maybe do this once a month. 

Face book now has a support my cause contribution program 
similar to GO FUND ME. Both are fantastic programs if you use 
and push regularly. These programs work great if you are trying 
to raise money for a specific cause. They are free to use, is what 
makes it better too.

One big advantage to Fund Raisers is bringing people from the 
community to you.  Do you know what that means?  Veterans 
that are not members will show up and then you will have an 
opportunity to talk to them about the many programs the legion 
has to offer the local Veterans, Youth, Americanism, and National 
Security. It is also a way of bringing the community as a whole to 
our Posts. A community involved in helping veterans is a powerful 
tool.

I would like to thank everyone for supporting me 
into another year of being one of your junior vice 
Commanders. I look forward to serving American Legion 
as we continue to do many great things for our Veterans. 

A Message From  Department Jr. Vice Commander Jackson

Fund Raising
By: Greg Jackson, Department Jr. Vice Commander

Greg Jackson
Department Jr. Vice 

Commander

Membership growth through community engagement

The American Legion, Jul 09, 2018

Membership is the heart of The American Legion. And as the 
organization prepares to celebrate its 100th birthday, posts 

strive to increase membership to lead The American Legion into 
its second century of service. 
Many are doing so by reinventing 
themselves to stay relevant in 
their communities and to draw in 
new, active members. 

Membership at Ray Dozier Post 
8 in Crawfordville, Ga., had 
dwindled to two members. Instead 
of turning in its nearly 100-year-
old charter, the post adjutant 
and commander revitalized the 
post by “recommitting to the 
community that they loved. And 
the community responded,” said 
Georgia’s 11th District Junior 
Vice Commander Michael Gallucci, who recently visited the 

post to present a 100 percent membership banner for the second 
consecutive year. “If membership is the lifeblood of The American 
Legion, then I would suggest that community is the oxygen to that 
lifeblood.”

Post 8 achieved 108 percent 
membership for 2017-2018. 
Membership grew through 
the hosting of community 
cookouts, breakfasts and 
open houses, and by visiting 
schools and businesses. “They 
inculcated their community and 
reinvigorated the brotherhood of 
veterans to the purpose of why 
they had become an American 
Legion post,” Gallucci said. “As 
we search for the reasons why 
we, as an organization, continue 
to not attract new members and 
retain members, perhaps we need 
to understand how these small 

Photo courtesy of The American Legion
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Department Chaplain Hamamoto's Corner

Chaplain's Corner - God is for you
By: Stanley Hamamoto, Department Chaplain

The apostle Paul modeled this for us.   “No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors, though HIM who loved us.   For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any power, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 8:37-
39)   No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
HIM who loved us.   For I am convinced that neither poor heath, 
neither college debt, nor pink slips, neither today’s deadline nor 
tomorrows diagnosis not any job transfers, neither addictions nor 
moral failures, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ our Lord.”    BE 
FOR YOU! GOD IS.

The same Lord is the Lord of all and gives many blessings to all 
who trusts HIM, as the Scripture says, anyone who calls on the 
Lord will be saved,  (Romans 10: 12-13)   Ever good action and 
ever perfect  gift is from God.   Those good gifts come down from 
the Creator of the sun, moon, and the stars, who does not change 
like their shifting shadows.  (James 1:17)

God is a good and loving God.  We all should not doubt it and 
question his love for each one of us.   There is no other God that 
loves us like our Heavenly Father.   Do not question HIM but call 
on HIM when you need HIM.  HE will never turn HIS back on 
you.  HE is always there beside you at all times.  HE will not do 
anything for you until you ask HIM.  Pray and ask HIM and HE 
will answer your prayer, HE never ignores anyone.  We should all 
be very thankful that we have a loving God.

My last three words to all of you are: GO TO CHURCH!!!!!!  

As the month of August comes, the Districts are planning there 
fall meeting.  Too many of you who have never been to a 

District meeting, I urge you to attend one, you may like it.  The 
very first meeting I attended I thought it was going to be boring, 

but to my surprise, it was great.  Good 
food and I got to meet many new people 
from the district that I would have never 
met if I didn’t attend this district meeting.  
Please, if you have never been to one, try 
it, you may like it like I did.  I hope to 
make as many of these district meetings 
as I can.  I like meeting new people and 
saying HI to my friends that I know.

God is good.   But it gets even better.   HE 
is for you.  And “if God is for us, who can 
be against us?”  (Romans 8:31)   From 
HIS perspective, you are worth the death 
of his Son.   You are valuable, purposeful 
and important.   “Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you, I have called you by name.”   (Isaiah 43:1)   If 
God is for you, shouldn’t you be for you?   Does it make sense 
for you to be against you?    You are against you when you call 
yourself dumb, ugly, or poor.   You are against you when you tell 
yourself that there is no solution, hope or promise in life.   You are 
against you when you decide that you have no talents or friends 
or future.   So how do you begin to see yourself as God does?   
Remember that your words mater.   You are either your worst critic 
or greatest cheerleader.   The words you tell yourself will either 
usher in fear or faith.   “The soothing tongue is a tree of life, but 
a perverse tongue crushes that spirit.” (Proverbs 15: 4)  Hold fast 
to the promise of scripture.   Tell yourself the truth about yourself.   

Stanley Hamamoto
Department 

Chaplain

communities keep their posts. Post 8 is a snapshot of so many 
small posts that dot this nation. Faced with an aging membership 
and the need to engage the younger generation of veterans and 
their families required re-evaluation.”

Matheny & Henderson American Legion Post 131 in Leslie, Ark., 
had dropped to single digits in membership about 11 years ago. 
Post 131 Chaplain Steve Stephenson had an idea to reach out to 
local youth and show the community that the post could make a 
positive impact on those around it.

Stephenson accomplished both, and in doing so also boosted the 
post’s membership.

Post 131’s Veterans in the Schools Program has helped grow post 
membership to more than 100.

The program connects veterans with students in the Searcy County 
School District, which consists of four schools. It involves an 
essay and poster contest, certificates and cash prizes – roughly 
$600 per year – are given out to creators of the top posters and 

essays grouped by grades: grades 1-3, grades 4-6, grades 7-9, grades 
10-12 and a composite from the alternative education center. Recent 
essay contest subjects have included “Veterans In My School,” 
“What I Will Do To Help My Neighbors” and “What Does Personal 
Responsibility Mean.”

The topics are shared with the schools via visits to every classroom 
from post members. There are more than 100 essays submitted 
annually to the post, which chooses winners in each category.

Besides membership growth, the post also moved from an old log hut 
that the original World War I members of Post 131 had built to a new, 
9,000-square-foot log building that includes a large hall and kitchen. 
The new post home features a wall covered with almost 800 pictures 
of veterans from the community.

Stephenson said the relationship with the school district has been 

(Continued on Page 10 See Very Successful)
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(Very Successful Continued from Page 9)

“very successful." We’ve gone way up in our membership. And we 
are a presence in the community.”

Carroll Post 31 in Westminster, Md., recently held a veterans 
benefits fair and open house that included staff from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and Veterans Services Bureau, and Legion 

service officers. About 130 area veterans attended the event to 
receive assistance with VA benefits. And the post signed up seven 
new members.

“In the preamble we recite, ‘To inculcate a sense of individual 
obligation to the community, state and nation,’” Gallucci said. 
“Always interested in building a better nation, the founders of The 
American Legion believed that such building must start first with 
the individual in his or her own community.”

Boys State Update
By: Carol Kennedy, Chairman

Boys State was a HUGE success this year. Do to changes in 
the setup we had to move from CSU-Pueblo to UCCS (Colo. 

Spgs) and the original first week of June for Boys State had to be 
changed. We were there for staff orientation on 8 June, the boys 
arrived on 9 June and graduation was on the evening of 14 June.

We had 234 boys initially enroll but many had to withdraw due to 
family plans and other issues.  We graduated 183 boys. 

Ryan Applebee from Windsor sponsored by Post 109 was elected 
the Governor of the 51st State of Boys State.

Gregory Arline from Pueblo West sponsored by Post 207 was 
elected Lt. Governor.

 Ethan Meyer from Colorado Springs sponsored by Post 209 was 
elected Secretary of State.

 Luke Bergles from Aurora sponsored by Post 206 was elected 
State Attorney General.

Christian Dykson from Fort Collins, sponsored by Post 4, was 
elected as the Senior Senator to represent Colorado in Washington 
DC at Boys Nation.

Issac Bock, from Indianapolis, sponsored by Hqtrs. Post 211 was elected as 
the Junior Senator to represent Colorado in Washington DC. at Boys Nation.

Gage Paris from Colorado Springs sponsored by Post 209 was selected as the 
Samsung Scholarship winner.

We had 45 staff assisting with the city, county and state operation, 
administrative staff, medical staff and misc. duties.  25  were boys returning as 
staff after the fabulous year they were delegates.

Classrooms were nice, the food was spectacular, and the walk was refreshing.  
Our dorm rooms were in the center of the campus with a walk to the 
classrooms of 1/2 mile south and walk to the cafeteria was 1/2 mile north.  
The 1-mile lunch walk was appetite stimulating and helped the boys expend 
some of their energy.

Our Senate and House sponsored and passed many bills some of serious 
nature while others were jovial.

The State Supreme Court heard 4 cases and practiced in the same 
manner as our real Supreme Court. 

Our cities and counties are named after Vietnam MIA from 
Colorado, allowing the boys to learn about then, their sacrifice and 
the true meaning of giving your life for your country. 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the contacts at the Posts that helped 
recruit and solidify the applications for the boys. Without them 
we would have no access to the schools and the boys. Also, a 
SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone that volunteered with all the 
other duties that make Boys State successful. (Elaine Bock, Jackie 
Bowen, Dominique Attarian & others.)

For next year, keep in mind I will still need contact people from 
each post along with correct contact info. We also need funding, so 
let’s start right now working toward that goal. It costs almost $500 
for each boy and staff to attend the program. We only ask the posts 
to provide $200 per boy, so we need EVERY post to help with the 
finances.  Start now, setup a fund raiser at your post (i.e.- Steak 
Dinners, Burger Burns, bake sales, yard sales, etc.) and dedicate 
all that income to Boys State 2019. We NEVER ask a boy or his 
family to contribute. Boys State is one of our biggest programs 
in Colorado and we are proud to provide this for our boys.  Start 
talking about Boys State at your churches, PTOs, any community 
service clubs and organizations and individuals about donations. 
We provide tax deduction receipts for those donations.

Our convention Silent Auction made over $3800 which is shared 
with Girls State. The Legion, The SAL and The Auxiliary all 
supported this effort with donations, staff and purchasing. THANK 
YOU to everyone that participated. It was a huge success.

 Thank You to District 7 for sponsoring the First Annual Boys 
State Golf Classic  fundraiser.  A subcommittee is working on the 
tournament for next year.

We BELIEVE Boys State really is a program that makes the 
difference in the lives of these boys. Step up--You Can Help Make 
a DIFFERENCE!
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This year our theme is Veteran Passionate.  Recharge the reason 
you became a member of this organization.  Remember the 

Veteran or Veterans that you are here to honor and do so with 
Passion and Pride.  Continue remembering all the great things 
about them.  Personally, I joined because of my father, Ted who 

served during the Vietnam era.  
Today, I look at all those in my 
family and extended family/friends 
for additional inspiration and the 
passion they ignite in me.

Expanding on the Veteran 
Passionate, giving to our veterans is 
important.  Our project this year is 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation 
with an emphasis on our states 
female veterans.  Giving back 
to the programs we support is 
critical in these times where many 
organizations are competing for the 
same support.

Exciting things are coming to you, 
our members.  You are the strength 
behind this organization and we are 

focused and dedicated to giving you the tools you need to build that 
strength.  We have been developing workshops and communication 
tools, that are much needed.  We have been listening to the members 
and hearing.  There are many new members in the organization, 
many ideas to share, and many things we can teach and reteach 
each other.

A Message From Department Auxiliary President Luntz

Our theme is Veteran Passionate
By: Laurie Kuntz, Department Auxiliary President

Laurie Lutz
Department Auxiliary 

President

Committee Teams have been working on ideas to ignite passion.  
You will see fun activities and a great deal of information to share 
with the membership.  The membership team has developed a 
plan to help at the district and unit level to recruit, retain, and help 
rejoin members.  Work with those team members to encourage 
members (new and experienced) to make their annual membership 
donation as soon as possible.

An infusion of excitement is happening with our juniors.  We are 
planning a retreat where fun and learning will go hand-in-hand.  
We are honored to be following the lead of the Departments of 
Minnesota and North Carolina who have done this very thing.  We 
are looking forward to the impact this change can make.  

Information is a theme this year.  We are upgrading the website, 
energizing our online footprint in social media, and finding ways 
to better communicate with our members.  Our goal is to develop 
a monthly newsletter that our committee teams will give tips and 
pointers to help you work the programs and beyond.

Keep watching for all the exciting things coming your way.  Visit 
your department website at www.alacolorado.com and LIKE your 
department Facebook page www.facebook.com/alacolorado  

We're off and running
By: Theresa Brandt, Department  Auxiliary Vice President

Here we go- getting ready to start another year with the American 
Legion Auxiliary. How exciting! Thanks to everyone for 

voting me in as Vice President for the American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Colorado. With the Vice President position comes 
Chairmanship of VA&R. A lot of exciting events are happening at  
our Veterans Community Living Centers. 

Bruce McCandless Colorado Veterans Community Living Center 
dedicated a huge fountain in their courtyard to John Dickenson on 
Flag Day.  John was a resident of Bruce McCandless and greatly 
respected by all the residents. He spent most of his life working 
with the Junior Achievement Program. He was instrumental in 
bringing youth activities to the Community Center and having a 
playground erected on the grounds of Bruce McCandless for the 
children who came to visit.

Unit 2 hosted a July Fourth BBQ at the VA Community Living 
Center in Pueblo on July 1, 2018. And All Patients Day will be 
held at the Community Living Center September 15, 2018. Several 
American Legion Auxiliary units will be hosting booths for the 
event. 

On August 11, 2018 District 7 will be hosting an Ice Cream Social 
at Bruce McCandless in Florence.

American Legion President Laurie Kuntz is looking into holding a 
VA&R training session. We're off and running and looking forward 
to another exciting year with the American Legion Auxiliary.

A Message From The Department Auxiliary Vice President Theresa Brandt 
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Celebrating 70 years of equal service and pay on the 
anniversary of the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act

By: Danielle Corazza 

Seventy years ago, in 1948, women Veterans were given a 
landmark step up with the passing of the Women’s Armed 

Services Integration Act – for the first time, we were able to serve 
permanently during peacetime. This legislation, while imperfect, 
set the stage for the expansions that followed.

Women have been a vital part of the military community since our 
nation’s founding, and though our stories are not as well known, 
millions of women have volunteered to serve with the U.S. Armed 
Forces throughout the nation’s history. All have been volunteers, 
as women have never been subject to the draft.

Over 240 years ago, the first woman earned a military pension 
for fighting in the American Revolution. Women then continued to 
fight alongside their 
male counterparts in 
disguise for the next 
140 years.

It wasn’t until just 
100 years ago that 
Loretta Perfectus 
Walsh became the 
first woman to 
officially enlist in the 
regular military with 
equal pay and rank. 
This year marks the 
10- year anniversary 
of the first Woman 
Marine, Opha Mae 
Johnson.

Although allowed 
to serve during 
wartime, women 
were subjected to outlandish uniform requirements, like skirts and 
girdles for the 35,000 women who served overseas in WWI. Pants 
were not authorized till WWII, just 75 years ago, bringing function 
and comfort for the 350,000 women who served.

The timeline for acceptance has advanced swiftly since then, with 
women breaking through barriers to attend service academies, fly 
and serve in combat, serve on submarines and in infantry units, 
attend Ranger school, and finally, allowed promotion to leadership 
positions across the board. We read the articles every day about the 
“firsts” that service women are still accomplishing.

In WWI, when Walsh enlisted, women still couldn’t vote. When 
the Women in Military Service for America Memorial was 
dedicated 20 years ago, a WWI Navy woman Veteran said, “I have 
observed many wonderful achievements – but none as important 
or as meaningful as the progress of women in taking their rightful 
place in society.”

However, some women still do not self-identify as Veterans, 
perhaps since women did not receive full Veteran status till the 
1980s.

The Center for Women Veterans was created 24 years ago to 
advocate on behalf of women Veterans, and we are working 
diligently to identify and eliminate disparities between women and 
men in their access to care and benefits at VA; to change the culture 
to make it a more welcoming place for all those who shall have 
borne the battle and to transform and modernize the department to 
serve the fast-growing Women Veteran population.

We are actively engaged in campaigns for cultural transformation 
within VA and beyond to ensure you will be recognized and treated 
with the dignity and respect you have earned, using campaigns 
like the Women Veterans Art Exhibit, the Women Veteran Athletes 

Initiative, and the I 
Am Not Invisible 
photo gallery.

We’ve completed 
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
projects, like the first 
Nationwide Baby 
Shower, a two-week 
span in which we held 
62 baby showers for 
2,500 new Veteran-
parents-to be at VA 
Medical Centers 
across the country. 
These landmark 
events allowed us to 
provide education, 
resources, and even 
more important, 
local community 
connections to 

women Veterans in the same stage of life. Some said it was the 
first time they’d ever met another pregnant woman Veteran.

In another first, the center launched Facebook and Twitter accounts 
(@VAWomenVets) to promote gender-specific articles each and 
every day to a population thirsting for information and insight. We 
also send out a weekly bulletin with news, resources, research, and 
events to cross-promote all of the awesome things women vets are 
doing across the country.

We are highlighting the Million Veteran Program, because we 
know that women are not just mini-men, and we need and deserve 
to study the effects that military service has on our bodies, and our 
offspring. There are currently two breast cancer studies going on at 
the VA, and we hope others follow.

(Continued on Page 14 See Focasing on Suicide)

No information about who was in this photo was provided. In the center 
of, course, is President Truman. 
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And we are showing up in as many places as we possible to hear 
directly from the women vets we serve – and using these grassroots 
discoveries to drive effective policy and programming.

Join us as we celebrate the last 70 years of accomplishments and 
continue our march towards full and equal recognition.

About the Author: Danielle Corazza is the 
national outreach coordinator for the Center for 
Women Veterans, where she focuses on serving 
women Veterans through digital and in-person 
events. As the daughter of two Veterans and a 
US Army service-disabled Veteran and caregiver 
herself, she brings a lifetime of experience to her 
work advocating for those who served.

(Focasing on Suicide Continued from Page 15)

We are focusing on suicide prevention through constant outreach 
and encouraging enrollment in VA – we know that women Veterans 
who engage with VA are far less likely to commit suicide.

We are promoting the Women Veterans Call Center (855-VA-
Women), a call center staffed completely by women, half of 
which are women Veterans, that can make internal referrals to 
the appropriate parties, as well as register care complaints for 
inequitable treatment. They also make outbound calls to women 
vets to inform them of their eligibility for care and benefits.

We are supporting programs that build women-vet-centric 
community groups, both in-person and online, through nationwide 
MOUs and strategic planning, because we know we are stronger 
together as a connected and informed community.

Army Guard Soldiers to see tuition assistance program 
changes

Changes to the Army National Guard’s Tuition Assistance 
Program are set to go into effect Aug. 5, allowing Army Guard 

members immediate access to benefits after they complete basic 
and advanced individual training. 

 “Previously, until this policy change, soldiers had to complete 
AIT and then, when they came back to their units, they had to 
wait a year before they could use the education benefits,” said Ken 
Hardy, chief of the Army Guard’s education 
services branch. “Soldiers will now come 
home [from AIT] and they can immediately 
use their benefits.”

Also eliminated in the coming changes is the 
requirement to complete 10 years of service 
to use Tuition Assistance to pursue a master’s 
degree, Hardy said, adding that those benefits 
will now be tied to completion of professional 
military education requirements. 

“Now it’s tied to professional development 
and a particular level of school that enlisted, 
officers and warrant officers have to complete,” 
he said.

For enlisted soldiers, the Advanced Leaders Course must be 
completed, while officers need to complete the Captains Career 
Course. Warrant officers must complete the Warrant Officers 
Advanced Course to be eligible. 

However, Hardy noted, the military education requirements come 
into play only if the Army Guard member used Tuition Assistance 
to complete his or her bachelor’s degree. “If a soldier never used 
TA, the [professional development] requirements don’t apply,” he 
said.

The military education requirement holds true if Tuition Assistance 
was used for even a part of earning an undergraduate degree, Hardy 
explained. “So, if you used it just one time and then, say, you got 
a scholarship from somewhere else, you’re locked in to having to 

complete one of those military education courses to use it for a 
master’s degree,” he said, stressing that only one of those military 
course requirements must be met. 

“If I was enlisted previously and completed ALC and then, for 
example, took a direct commission, but I haven’t yet completed 
the Captains Career Course, I’m still good,” he said. “Those 
benefits can still be used. Only one of those courses needs to be 

completed.” 

Reason for Requirement
The military education requirement was put 
in place to ensure soldiers are on track in 
their military careers while pursuing greater 
education opportunities, Hardy said, adding 
that exception-to-policy letters may be 
available for some soldiers who haven’t met 
those requirements for reasons outside their 
control. “You have some soldiers who have 
put in for school and it’s a three-year wait for 
an open seat,” he said. 

Those exception-to-policy letters are still in 
the works, however. 

“We’re going to let it ride and see what kind of feedback we’re 
getting from soldiers and how many are in that situation,” Hardy 
said. “We’ve got to see how big of an issue it is first. If it’s really 
a big problem, we may look at writing a policy to allow it, and if 
it’s a small problem, at least allowing some exceptions to policy 
for these unique cases.”

Regardless of whether Tuition Assistance is used for an 
undergraduate or graduate degree, soldiers are still limited to 
16 credit hours per year, Hardy said, though that limit may be 
expanded in the future. “That’s our next thing we want to look at 
and see if we can change the 16-credit-hour cap,” he added. 

(Continued on Page 16 See Guard Soldiers)
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Guard soldiers should check with their unit education officer on 
available benefits, Hardy said, adding that individual states may 
offer tuition assistance plans of their own that fill those gaps or 
provide other benefits. Those unit education officers also can 
provide greater details of the Aug. 5 changes.  

The coming changes will ensure soldiers have easier access to 
education opportunities and the benefits they’ve earned. “The 
biggest benefit [to the soldier] is easier access,” Hardy said. “It’s 
always good to have as much access to your benefits as you can 
possibly have, with few restrictions.”

Good Night Vietnam: The Legendary DJ who inspired Robin 
Williams has died at 79

By: Jeff Schogol, on July 19, 2018, T&P on Facebook 

Adrian Cronauer, the Air Force DJ loosely portrayed by Robin 
Williams in Good Morning Vietnam, has died, according to 

Oakey’s funeral home in Roanoke, Virginia.

•	Cronauer, 79, died on July 
18, according to an obituary 
posted on the funeral 
home’s website. The 
former sergeant became an 
outspoken veteran advocate 
after leaving the Air Force, 
serving on the board of 
directors of the National 
D-Day Memorial and as a 
trustee for the Virginia War 
Memorial.

•	 From 2001 to 2009 Cronauer 
served as an advisor to the 
deputy assistant defense 
secretary for prisoner of 
war and missing personnel 
affairs, his obituary says. 
He worked with veterans 
groups and international 
organizations such as the 
Red Cross on POW/MIA 
issues and was ultimately 
awarded the Secretary 
of Defense Medal for 
Exceptional Public Service.

•	 “As a Vietnam War veteran, he understood the issues 
facing America’s service members and veterans, as well 
as the concerns of family members of those who did not 
return from the war. Mr. Cronauer’s charisma and genuine 
empathy for the POW/MIA families brought a new level 
of compassion and understanding to the Department’s 
interaction with family members and veterans,” the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency said in a statement 

on Thursday. “Upon his passing, much of the nation will 
remember him as an entertainer. But among the DPAA staff, 
Mr. Cronauer is most revered as a champion of the POW/
MIA cause. His luminescent personality shed a great deal 
of light on the POW/MIA issue and helped ensure that our 
missing will not be forgotten.”

•	 The famous movie based 
on his time as a DJ in Vietnam 
was highly fictionalized. In real 
life, Cronauer did not befriend 
a Vietnamese boy who was 
actually a Viet Cong guerilla, 
nor was he ordered to leave 
Vietnam before the official end 
of his tour.

•	 “It was never intended to 
be a point-by-point accurate 
biography,” Cronauer told 
Military Times in 2014. “It 
was intended to be a piece of 
entertainment, and it certainly 
was that.”

•	 Cronauer did not meet 
Williams until the film’s 
New York premiere, he told 
the newspaper. Despite the 
historical liberties, Cronauer 
praised Good Morning Vietnam 
for portraying U.S. troops in 
Vietnam “as they really were 

instead of a bunch of murderers and rapists and baby-killers 
and dope addicts and psychotics.”

About the Author: Jeff Schogol covers the Pentagon for Task & 
Purpose. He has covered the military for 12 years and embedded 
with U.S. troops in Iraq and Haiti. Prior to joining T&P, he 
covered the Marine Corps and Air Force at Military Times.  

In this October 1987, file photo, Adrian Cronauer, a 
disc jockey on the Saigon-based Dawn Buster radio 
show from 1965-1966 whose experiences in the 
Vietnam War were chronicled in the movie “Good 
Morning, Vietnam,” poses outside his home in 
Philadelphia, Pa. Cronauer died Wednesday, July 18, 
2018. He was 79. Cronauer opened his Armed Forces 
Radio show with “Goooooood morning, Vietnam!” 
Associated Press photo / Charles Krupa. 
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One Bite at a Time
By: Eric Testorff, Sr. Vice Commander, Neal Thomas Jr.-Centennial Post 209 

LEAP is an acronym I have coined to describe a big issue 
that happens to all volunteer service organizations, and most 

organizations in general. But for our purposes here, I’m going to 
call it the Legion Elephant Avoidance Problem.

Elephant? Is it something to do with the Republicans? No. The 
zoo? No… it is something to do with “largeness” or “hugeness” 
depending on how you look at it. In The American Legion we 
are in the business of helping Veterans, our active duty service 
members and their families, advocating for a strong national 
defense, helping our youth, and promoting Americanism in a time 
of ever-increasing national schism. The mission appears to be a 
big one, sometimes a huge one. It can, at times, be a bit daunting.

But how do you eat an 
elephant? …one bite 
at a time.

The American Legion 
is the largest war-
time Veterans Service 
Organization (VSO) 
in the country, with almost a two million members. Compared to 
other VSOs, we are the elephant! But let’s stop and talk about 
another elephant: The Elephant in the Room.

The Elephant in the 
Room is something 
that Veterans 
groups, churches 
and other volunteer 
organizations know 
about, maybe even 
talk about, but rarely 
admit publicly 
or officially. The 

problem is this: Only a small handful of members do the lion’s 
share of the work. (See how I worked yet another animal in there?) 
The Elephant in the Room is one that we must address if we are to 
sustain our membership and successfully work our programs. We 
can handle this elephant in the same way: one bite at a time. 

What do I mean by this? Simply, that we start small, and we work 
away at it in small increments. This strategy involves more and 
more of our membership, who may not be one of the handful of 
“lions,” but who can do one small or humble thing, and still be 
significant in that contribution. Some examples would be: Take 
the trash out to the dumpster after a dinner event; Mow the grass 
at the Post once in a while; Write an article for the Newsletter; 
Help fold and stuff Newsletter envelopes; Sit at The American 
Legion table for an hour at a gun or trade show; Visit an elderly 
or disabled Veteran at a local Veterans’ Nursing Home; Help 
hand out Josh Dogs to children in the hospital; Attend a Friday 
night dinner; Maybe pledge a small (five or ten dollars a month), 
recurring donation to your local Post; Or make that pledge to one 
of fundraising programs supported by the Department. There are 
other ways to help, but start with just one thing, even if only for one 
time. I am reminded of the story in the Bible about the Widow’s 
Mite:  A humble contribution can be yet mighty.

As Veterans, we have overcome many obstacles. Let’s overcome 
the LEAP. We don’t need to avoid those elephants. We can make 
them go away by eating them “one bite at a time.” Our military 
and their families, our Veterans, our area kids, our elderly—they 
deserve our help in whatever ways we can give it. Your one small 
step helps The American Legion make those giant leaps.

Kubota now offers discounts and rebates on select equipment 
to members of the Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC). The 

offer is an extension of our existing partnership with FVC called 
“Geared to Give” that works to identify and provide financial and 
equipment support to those who have served their country and are 
now serving their communities through food and farming. 

All 1,100 authorized-Kubota dealerships will honor discounts on 
select Kubota products to verified members of the Farmer Veteran 
Coalition. Not a member? All veterans from any branch of the U.S. 
military can apply for a free FVC membership on Farmvetco.org. 
FVC members just need to show proof of membership to their 
local dealer upon purchase. Discount rebates range from $100 to 
$500 across various product lines and is in addition to most current 
Kubota promotions. For more information on product discounts 
and rebates.

Kubota Cares



(Galloway Continued from Page 7)

Galloway, and IU Media School Dean James Shanahan will be 
among the speakers. 

For more than 60 years until 2016, IU’s journalism program was 
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American Legion Baseball represented at MLB All-Star Week
By: Jeremy Field, Jul 18, 2018 

Considering the strong connection between the military and 
Major League Baseball 

(MLB) at MLB All-Star Week, it 
was only appropriate that former 
American Legion Baseball 
players took center stage in 
Washington, D.C.

New Mexico Legion alum Alex 
Bregman, who won the 2017 
World Baseball Classic with 
Team USA and the 2017 World 
Series with the Astros, made 
his first appearance in the All-
Star Game and made an impact, 
hitting a tiebreaking home run 
in the 10th inning on his way 
to earning the All-Star Game’s 
Most Valuable Player award.

The third baseman helped hand an 8-6 extra-inning victory to the 
American League and the team’s manager AJ Hinch, who played 
Legion Baseball for Midwest City Post 170 in Oklahoma. 

Two other former American Legion players, both from the 
hometown Washington Nationals, also headlined the event.

For the second straight year, Max Scherzer, formerly of Legion 
Baseball Creve Coeur Post 397 in Missouri, got the start on the 
mound for the National League. The right-hander led all pitchers 
with four strikeouts in the contest.

Fan-favorite Bryce Harper, who played Legion Baseball out of 

his hometown of Las Vegas, won a thrilling Home Run Derby 
in walk-off fashion to the enjoyment of his team’s supporters in 
attendance. The record-setting event featured 221 home runs, 

including six from Harper in 
the final 29 seconds of the final 
round. Harper defeated seven 
foes, including Bregman, who 
just came a few feet short of a 
tying homer in his first matchup.

This is Harper’s sixth All-Star 
selection and fifth start in just 
seven MLB seasons.

Jacob deGrom of Florida and 
Brad Hand of Minnesota both got 
work out of the National League 
bullpen, while Justin Verlander 
of Virginia and Craig Kimbrel of 
Alabama were both selected to 
the American League team.

Also included in the week’s festivities was the Futures Game, 
which was played on July 15 prior to the All-Star Game to 
showcase upcoming talent.

Two pitchers, Yankee prospect Justus Sheffield of Legion Baseball 
Tullahoma Post 43 in Tennessee, and Brave prospect Kyle Wright 
of Huntsville, Ala., represented Legion Baseball at that event.

At the celebrity softball event, Hall of Famer Tim Raines, who 
played Legion Baseball for Sanford Post 53 in Florida, was one of 
the event’s headliners.

Photo courtesy of The American Legion.

based in Ernie Pyle Hall in the heart of campus; today the building 
houses a career center and recruiting/admissions offices. After the 
event, sculptor Tuck Langland will talk about the statue of Pyle he 
created that rests nearby. And the day will conclude with a one-
man performance by Ronald May, portraying Pyle. 

 
155 Van Gordon St. - Room 364 - Lakewood, CO 80228 

Phone: 303-914-5585 - FAX: 303-914-5588 



                                                                       The American Legion Internet Observer                                             Page 19  August 2018

The American Legion launches ‘We Believe’ public service 
campaign

The American Legion, Jul 12, 2018 

The American Legion is kicking off a new public service 
campaign in conjunction with the organization’s 100th 

anniversary, aimed at highlighting 
the Legion’s values of patriotism, 
a strong national security, support 
for all veterans and a strong 
desire to turn today’s youth into 
tomorrow’s leaders.

The We Believe public service 
announcements (PSAs) use 
historic and current imagery to 
highlight Legionnaires in action 
and show the impact of hundreds 
of American Legion programs 
and activities that strengthen the 
nation. 

“Members of The American 
Legion have a strong desire to 
continue to serve their country 
and community,” said Denise H. Rohan, national commander of 
The American Legion. “A lot has changed in 100 years, but our 
mission and values remain the same. We believe our work makes a 
difference and we want to invite the public to join us.” 

Legionnaires and local posts can be found in nearly every 

community in America providing veterans and their families 
with a variety of programs and services including benefits claims 
support, career and education assistance, and temporary and 
emergency financial aid. The American Legion provides youth with 

programs that support learning, 
as well as educates them about 
citizenship and teamwork. The 
American Legion is also a voice 
for veterans at the local, state 
and federal levels to ensure the 
issues that are most important 
to them are a top priority to our 
government leaders.

“The American Legion has been 
instrumental in the creation of a 
number of major institutions of 
American society,” Rohan said. 
“We are responsible for such 
things as the formation of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
creation of the U.S. Flag Code, 

and passage of the GI Bill; all things that continue to have a 
positive effect on society.” 

To see the We Believe PSAs, learn more about The American 
Legion, find a local post, or support their efforts, visit www.legion.
org/webelieve.

Photo courtesy of The American Legion

As I sit here getting ready for the July DEC, I contemplate what 
we are about. I personally got involved in the Sons of The 

American Legion Squadron 2 to start a Junior Shooting Sports 
Program. Butch Kravig was the type 
of a guy who would never give up. He 
had been trying for 2 years to recruit 
me. You see I had been doing this since 
1984 for the 4-H.  I had no ambition of 
doing anything else. He mentored me 
into becoming the best SAL member 
I could be. Whenever I had a question 
he was there. We watched the Junior 
Shooting Sports Program grow, locally 
and State wide. You see Butch passed 
away a few years ago and is missed 
dearly. However, as he would say, you 
must go on.
With that being said we the Sons of The 
American Legion must go on. There are 

SAL an important part of the Legion Family
By: Ron Noakes, SAL Commander, Detachment of Colorado

A Message From The SAL Detachment Commander Noakes

Ron Noakes
SAL Detachment 

Commander 

many programs that are dependent on us. Think about what your 
Squadron does for the American Legion Family. If the Sons did not 
exist how many ALRs would not be involved in the Legion. When 
you recruit a SAL member you are also recruiting the entire family. 
Whenever I meet someone I think of them as a potential.  Before 
we part they have a card and I have contact info. With this idea, 
we can grow the Sons on a daily. Many say or think that they will 
be told no. However, if you do not ask, you cannot be told YES. 
Your Detachment’s Officers are there for you and your Squadron. 
You may not know or understand this, but we are nothing without 
you. You are the backbone to the Sons. So, I am here to let you 
know that should you want a visit from the Detachment to your 
Squadron all you have to do is ASK. We are there for you.  Need 
training or help recruiting, just ask. 
One of the many things I would like to see is SAL members at the 
District Conferences. This will give you, the members, a chance 
to ask questions and give input. Check your District schedule and 
plan on attending. LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE. My motto is 
“If it is to be, it’s up to me” Get involved and make a difference.
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Purple Hearts Reunited return medal to family, shed light on 
loved one’s service to America

Giving back and paying it forward are both concepts that many 
of us complete on a daily basis.  It’s just a matter of fitting that 

time into your busy schedule or being completely spontaneous.  
With three kids at home, a full-time job that requires me to be on 
the road travelling up to 18 days a month, my time is precious.

We all have to be conservative with which projects we take on, and 
one of those worthwhile charities I dedicate my time to is Purple 
Hearts Reunited, started by Zach Fike, who is an Army major and 
Purple Heart recipient himself.  If you take a moment to read his 
background and hear his story, you will see why he was nominated 
as Soldier of the Year by the Army Times.

Purple Hearts Reunited is the only organization in the country 
returning lost or stolen medals to Veterans and military families at no 
cost. The non-profit  organization 
spends a considerable amount of 
time researching and locating the 
original recipient of the medal 
or family and, when possible, 
conducts a “Return Ceremony” 
to reunite the Veteran or family 
with the medal.

Fike’s passion to reunite lost 
medals of valor from our 
Veterans to their descendants 
will spark almost divine spiritual 
moments among these families 
and bring history and sacrifice 
to the forefront.  In many cases, 
these families didn’t even know 
about grandpa’s brother who was killed fighting the Japanese or 
Germans and died at age 18.  His history stopped that day when he 
paid the ultimate price for our country. Rediscovering medals from 
fallen Veterans brings their stories back to life.  No person is truly 
gone as long as their memory is passed down and honored.

Last week, we were able to return Pfc ”Pat” Pepe’s Purple Heart 
to his niece Donna Carpenter and nephew Mike Pepe.  Pat was 
one of three children, with a younger brother Al and sister Rita.  
A replacement medal was acquired, and Purple Hearts Reunited 
framed and presented the award to the family.

Here are the details about Pepe’s service as provided by Fike to 
the family:

“Pfc. Pasquale “Pat” Pepe was born 12 April 1922 in Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania to Italian immigrants Michele Pepe and 
Mary Carmen Marfangel. He grew up in the Bronx and attended 
one year of college before being inducted into the Army on 10 
December 1942. He was assigned to Company M, 351st Infantry 
Regiment.

The 351st Infantry Regiment was activated July 1942 at Camp 
Gruber, Oklahoma as one of three regiments forming the 88th 
Infantry Division. The regiment was comprised of selective service 
personnel and was the first all-draftee unit to see combat in WWII. 

It was sent to the Mediterranean Theater where it engaged in 
operations on the Italian Front from early February 1944 to the 
close of hostilities in May 1945.

On September 23rd, 1944 the regiment moved to the line and 
attacked Maraduccio Italy. Upon capture of the city they continued 
to Castel del Rio, where they engaged in a pitched battle. Castel 
Del Rio was the regimental objective. It was here that the 132d 
German Infantry, commanded by Major Leitner, had its command 
post located in a castle from which the town derives its name.

On 25 September 1944, during the attack of the castle, Pfc. 
Pasquale “Pat” Pepe lost his life in defense of our county and the 
liberation of his parent’s homeland. He was returned to New York 
on 26 November 1948 and was interned at Long Island National 

Cemetery in Farmingdale, New 
York.”

The Pepe family has a proud 
family history of serving our 
nation; many members of the 
Pepe family went on to serve in 
the military. Surviving members 
of the family is now tasked with 
carrying the torch of “Uncle” 
Pepe’s memory.

If bringing history to life is 
something you might be interested 
in, please contact Jessica Jaggars 
at Jessica@purpleheartsreunited.
org and apply to be a member of 

the Valor Guard.  We are always looking for fellow Veterans to 
experience this incredible journey of bringing history alive.

Semper Fi!

About the author: Lt. Col. Mitch “Taco” Bell joined the Marine Corps in 1986 
and was winged a naval aviator in January of 1991. He flew the KC-130 in Cherry 
Point,  North Carolina, Okinawa Japan and Fort Worth, Texas in the Reserves. 
His primary duty has been recruiting for nine of his 29 years in the Marine Corps. 
In 1998, he left active duty, was hired by American Airlines, and currently flies as 
a captain on the Boeing 737 around the United States. As a Reservist, he ran an 
old Mig Base in TQ Iraq from 2005 to 2006 and worked with the Afghan Police 
for 8 months in 2008 and again for a short tour in 2009 with Prison Corrections 
in Afghanistan. Bell currently assists with numerous charities and Veterans 
organizations in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. He directs the Purple Hearts Reunited 
Valor Guard, a return team dedicated to delivering lost medals of valor across 

the country. In addition, Bell has 
conducted return ceremonies himself, 
on behalf of Purple Hearts Reunited. 

Donna Carpenter and 
Mike Pepe.

Photo of the entire family; unknown photographer 
or contributor of photo.
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injury and illness center, first of its kind in the region. But the 
spinal cord center will have only 30 beds instead of the 50 that 
then-VA Secretary Anthony Principi promised in the early 2000s. 
“When the ribbon is cut, those beds will be full,” Artie Guerrero, 
a Vietnam veteran at the forefront of the effort to get the center, 
said at the ceremony. “Are they ready to confront that challenge?”

The new medical center also lacks the PTSD treatment center and 
nursing home that were eliminated when a frustrated Congress 
insisted on cuts after the cost of the medical center ballooned from 
approximately $600 million in 2009, to more than $1.7 billion 
today. Both remain at the old hospital site until VA can find the 
means to build those facilities in Aurora. “How’s that going to feel 
to a veteran who is suffering from PTSD – to be shoved in the 
corner of an old building,” said American Legion Past National 
Commander Tom Bock, a longtime proponent of the new medical 
center. 

Perlmutter noted the missing PTSD center during his remarks at 
the ribbon cutting. “Mr. Secretary O’Rourke, we’ve got a plot of 
land on this campus that still needs a PTSD treatment facility,” 
he said. He also thanked veterans for their tireless advocacy and 
never giving up on the project.

The veterans community had ample reason for despair. VA turned 
down an offer of free land at the Fitzsimons site after the federal 
government decided to close the Army hospital, which was built in 
1918 to treat World War I veterans. That was followed by various 
proposals that alternated between a stand-alone VA hospital and 
health-care facilities shared with the University of Colorado 
Hospital. VA eventually settled on a standalone hospital and paid 
$60.4 million for 31 acres at Fitzsimons. 

That was followed by other issues that came to a head in December 
2014, when the prime contractor, Kiewit-Turner, walked off the 
job after the U.S. Civilian Board of Appeals ruled VA breached 
its contract. At that point, Kiewit-Turner had used $100 million of 
its own money to keep the project moving because VA, plagued 
by cost overruns, had run out of money. By the summer of 2015, 
it appeared that Congress might not come up with hundreds of 
millions of additional dollars to finish the Denver hospital. 
Colorado veterans staged a demonstration just west of the troubled 
construction site and, with the help of the state’s delegation, 
Congress found short-term funding to help keep work going.

“This represents the largest construction failure in the history of 
the VA,” Rep. Coffman said.

Coffman led the charge in Congress to mandate that the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers take charge of the project about three years 
ago. Without that crucial change the new medical center would not 
have been completed, Coffman said. 

In a brief press conference before the ribbon cutting, Acting 
VA Secretary O’Rourke deflected repeated questions about 
whether anyone at VA would be held accountable for the hospital 
construction project running $1 billion over budget and five years 
behind schedule.

The Denver-area hospital is the last of four new VA hospital 
construction projects launched in the 2000s as the agency 
scrambled to deal with aging veterans from earlier wars and a surge 
of troops returning from the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 
new VA medical centers in Las Vegas, New Orleans and Orlando 
also took longer and cost more than anticipated, but none broke 
the budget like the sprawling new hospital in Aurora that one 
critic compared to a shopping mall. Each time Congress or the VA 
wavered, however, Legionnaires and other veterans mobilized – 
whether it was with protests, visits to Congress or threats to start 
digging the new hospital foundation themselves. The latter gave 
rise to lapel pins depicting a shovel with the letters BTDT on the 
blade, which stood for Build the Damn Thing. 

“I’m pleased they are getting to the end of this road,” said Bock, 
who designed the lapel pins and used them to raise $3,000 in 
donations for a future new Fisher House. Overall, the cost of the 
new hospital is too high. “But we can’t let them walk away – there 
are too many veterans who need this facility.” 

Bock first proposed the VA build a replacement medical center 
at the Fitzsimmons site in 1995, when he served on an advisory 
committee mapping the future of the Army hospital site. He had 
no idea what lay ahead. “This was a full marathon, not a 10k. But I 
wasn’t going to give up,” Bock said. Now that it’s nearly finished, 
“I’m optimistic that it’s going to be good – because we’re going 
to make it good.” 

He and other veterans pledge to keep a close eye on the medical 
center as it fills with staff, equipment and patients here over the 
next few months. Outpatient services were set to begin by July 28 
and inpatient treatment coming Aug. 4.

Among other things, the Legionnaires remain concerned that VA 
will not be able to hire enough doctors and nurses given the number 
of medical centers in the area competing for talent. “Instead of 
Build the Damn Thing,” Bock joked Saturday, “I’m going to be 
saying, ‘Staff the Damn Thing.’”
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VA Medical Centers may be hurting the agency’s Veteran 
Suicide Prevention efforts
By Jared Keller, on July 16, 2018, T&P ON FACEBOOK 

Employee shortages and opioid surpluses are severely hindering 
the Department of Veterans Affairs from effectively fighting 

the scourge of veteran suicide, according to a new report from the 
American Legion.

•	 Just after the departure of ex-VA Secretary Dr. David 
Shulkin in mid-February, the VA had more than 33,000 
vacancies, according to a spokesman; in June, the 
American Legion told Congress that this shortage could 
reach 100,000 personnel from nurses and assistants to 
doctors and psychologists, according to one study.

•	 This shortage doesn’t just 
limit access to critical 
physician expertise, but 
“can lead to overworked 
staff, poor patient 
experiences and lower 
quality of care,” according 
to the American Legion 
report. “Exemplary 
patient experience is 
vital to keeping veterans 
in the VA care network, 
which studies have shown 
significantly decreases 
risk of suicide.”

•	 That exhausting work 
environment can extend 
to sloppy handling of potentially addictive substances, 
namely benzodiazepines like Xanax and Valium. 
According to the Legion report, a full quarter of veterans 
newly diagnosed with PTSD “are still being prescribed 
harmful and potentially deadly amounts of medications;” 
a whopping 16% of veterans are prescribed “a morphine-
equivalent dose of opioids” concurrently with their Benzo.

•	 This is horribly risky and irresponsible behavior. There 
exists “growing evidence of negative side effects, including 
an increase of PTSD symptoms, risk of suicidal thoughts 
and of accidental overdose,” the Legion report cautions. 
“According to a 2013 study, 43 percent of servicemembers 
who attempted suicide between 2008 and 2010 had taken 
psychotropic medications.”

•	 The instinct to dope agitated veterans to the gills is only 
doing harm. Research indicates that benzos “have no health 
benefit in treating PTSD and that there is extreme concern 
for overdose among veterans who misuse alcohol while on 
them” — a major risk for a full 50% of the veterans who 

are prescribed these dangerous 
substances but booze on them 
anyway.

If there’s some silver lining to 
the dangerous overprescription 
trend detailed in the American 
Legion’s veteran suicide report, 
it’s that, according to USA 
Today, almost every VA facility 
has experienced a steady drop 
in its prescription rates since 
2012, with an overall decline 
of 41%. Sure, part of this 
decline indicated that this is 
more of a return to relatively 
“normal” prescription levels than 
a concentrated drop, after a mid-
2010s spike in prescriptions. But 

as my colleague James Clark noted back in January, it’s certainly 
a step in the right direction — especially when it comes to making 
a dent in the veteran suicide rate.
Read the full American Legion report: American Legion White Paper on Veteran 
Suicide by Jared Keller by going to: https://www.scribd.com/document/383970975/
American-Legion-White-Paper-on-Veteran-Suicide#from_embed

Grafitti on a curbstone stone regrets problem of 
veteran’s suicides. Getty Images 

You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time 
Veterans Service Organization And Advocate For 

Veteran’s Benefits Too! 
Call 303-366-5201
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By: Steven B. Brooks, Jul 25, 2018 

For decades, American Legion Post 317’s building in the small 
town of Radcliffe, Iowa, was a centerpiece in the farming 

community. Legionnaires who’ve been a part of the post for just a 
few years to more than six decades have fond memories of what 
the building was.

But that building has fallen into disrepair. The post still meets in it, 
but between the front steps starting to show the rebars, to a musty 
smelling basement and an upstairs that has virtually no insulation 
and uses two window air conditioners to cool it during the hot 
Iowa summers, there isn’t much of a draw to rent the place for a 
special event.

But the post is working to change that, and thanks to a quick start to 
a fundraising campaign – backed both by the Radcliffe community 
and a local country music singer – is on its way to at least having a 
major renovation done to the building. 

Corporate and community donations, along with a successful 
outdoor concert on July 21, have brought the post more than 
$100,000 for its building fund. As donations continue to come in, 
post members are hoping the facility can return to the center of the 
community it once was.

“We need this building in town to host functions and serve the 
community,” said 37-year-old Post 317 Commander Heath Stolee, 
who served in the U.S. Army from 2003-2007 and 2008-2009, 
deploying to both Kuwait and Iraq. “I’d hate to see it go away. The 
guys came back from World War II and built this (building) because 
it was home. They wanted to continue to serve their community. 
They built this for the community. I’d like to see it where … we 
can get some more revenue streams, so we can continue to do more 
for the community.”

The post facility was built in 1950 and paid off by its members in 
1961. Stolee, who was born and raised in Radcliffe, remembers the 
post being a community center when he was younger.

“There were always functions going on here, whether it be a 
benefit for somebody that was sick with cancer, there were 
wedding receptions here, graduations, just community events,” he 
said. “That’s what the purpose of the building was: for people to 
gather and enjoy each other’s company, either just to celebrate or 
join together for a good cause.”

Dennis Friest, a 47-year member and past commander of Post 
317, and lifetime Radcliffe resident, has similar memories. “It was 
a community center, but society has changed,” he said. “Now we 
don’t think twice about driving 30-60 miles away to do something. 
It’s really hard to keep community involvement, but people who live 
in an area like this … you want a nice building for them to use. If 
you have a birthday party or a wedding reception, if we have a nice 
building it will be a great place to have them.” 

Photo courtesy of The American Legion

The post also stands for something, Friest said: “Patriotism and the 
value of what veterans have done to make this country what it is, 
that’s what the (post) is there for.”

Those values are what drew country music singer Jason Brown to 
help Post 317’s efforts. An Iowa native and current resident, Brown 
looks for community projects he can assist with using his singing 
talents. A mutual friend put Stolee and Brown in contact with each 
other, and it didn’t take long for Brown – who has charted multiple 
songs on either the Billboard and MediaBase Country Charts and 
has toured across the Midwest – to decide to lend his efforts to the 
cause.

“I love everything The American Legion stands for,” Brown said. 
“They really fight to keep the Constitution. Americanism is a huge 
thing of mine. They have all the values that I think are kind of 
deteriorating in today’s society, to be honest with you. And I think 
the reason why they (have those values) is because they’re people 
that served. They don’t want to see their sacrifices and their service 
go in vain.”

Brown said American Legion posts are a critical part of small 
towns. “You have to have a moral compass,” he said. “You need 
a facility or a group of people in a community that still believe in 
those core values of why we are here and why America was begun. 
If (an American Legion post) isn’t there, who’s going to be that 
organization in that town to kind of be the example? It seems like 
everything the Legion does is community-focused.”

Brown offered to perform a concert on June 21 during the town’s 
annual Radcliffe Days – an offer that blew Stolee away. “It’s 
absolutely amazing,” Stolee said. “Jason … is a patriot. He’s 
passionate about helping others. He gets it. He understands that 
communities and (Legion posts) need help, and he has the means 
and the talent to be able to do that.”

On the night of the concert, hundreds of area residents lined 
Isabella Street, the main drag in Radcliffe, some standing for the 
show and others bringing lawn chairs. Radcliffe restaurants and 
ice cream shops sold food and beverages, and Mother Nature 
completely cooperated, offering up temperatures in the high 70s 

A community steps up for its Legion Post 
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with virtually no humidity.

Brown said the weather was “amazing.” And putting on the concert 
“was the right thing to do,” he said. “It just makes me feel like I 
have a reason to have the talents that I have. To me, what I’m doing 
here is nothing compared to what they’ve done before I got here – 
the men and women who served our country. It feels like I’m part 
of something bigger than myself.”

Iowa State Sen. Annette Sweeney, who represents Radcliffe and 
surrounding towns, was in attendance for the event. She said 
Legion posts like 317 thought of something bigger then themselves 
when they were established decades ago.

“Our World War I veterans came back to our communities and 
said, ‘Even though we fought, we still want to give back,’” she 
said. “All those posts started coming up across the country. When 

that happened, it gave the community … a sense of mission and 
purpose. They came back and wanted their communities to thrive. 
Our veterans like The American Legion have never given up on 
our communities.” 

Community and corporate donors contributed $74,000 to the cause 
before the concert; proceeds from the concert raised the amount to 
$105,000, with more expected to come in. “Things have caught 
fire for getting this building funded,” said Andy Erickson, the 
fundraising coordinator for the project.

Though an integral part of making the event happen, Stolee doesn’t 
want to take credit for its success. “There’s a lot of people … who 
wanted to support the cause,” he said. “Seeing the generosity and 
the way people wanted to support us and stand behind us, it really 
hits home.”

Colorado State Commander Attends Fitzsimons CLC Car Show
By: CO-ALPA Contributors, District 6 SVC Annette Johnson & S.A.L. Tim Park

On Saturday, June 16, 2018, then, State Commander Terri 
Clinton attended the 5th Annual Veterans Community Living 

Center at Fitzsimons Car Show.
Staff from the Community Living Center-Fitzsimons combined 
with volunteers from The American Legion Department of 
Colorado, District 6 and Posts 
2018, 1976, 82 and 1864, UAW 
Local 186 as well as more than 
fifty classic car enthusiasts 
gathered at the Fitzsimons 
facility to celebrate vintage cars 
from 1923 to 2004 to support 
the senior veterans at Fitzsimons 
Community Living Center.
The day began early with the staff 
of CLC-Fitzsimons setting up the 
registration booth, taping off the 
parking lot for the cars and setting 
up the grill and serving area for 
cooking burgers and brats for 
lunch. Participants of the car 
show were able to register online 
or on site the day of the event; the 
registration fee included a space 
for the car, a dash plague, a lunch 
voucher and a ticket that could be 
entered into one of seventeen prizes in different raffles, additional 
raffle tickets were available for purchase which was beneficial for 
many of the participants. Participants of the raffles won prizes that 
were donated and ranged from gift cards, gift baskets, jack stands 
and other items from the gear-head garage.
The primary rule that concerned the entrants was, who voted for 
the car awards, first, second, third place; the Veteran residents 
of the CLC-Fitzsimons were the only people in attendance that 
could vote. In speaking with the residents, some preferred Ford, 
some Mopar, some Chevrolet and some said they were all winners 
because one thing all had in common is they all appreciated the 

fact they had an awesome car show right in their own back yard. 
The vehicle that won first place was claimed by a red 1952 Ford 
Coup, for four consecutive years; second place went to a blue 1966 
Ford Mustang, and third place was a beautiful cream color 1941 
Chrysler Deluxe.
Fitzsimons Recreation Director Melissa Blair-Shaughnessy 

registered entrants before 
switching over to the general 
duties as volunteers began to 
arrive. Event Coordinator Josiah 
began organizing the voting 
sheets and the classic cars began 
rolling in. The cars began filling 
in the spaces, early arrivals saw 
a blue 1941 Chevrolet Deluxe, 
a 1956 Dodge Lancer and a 
pair of 1956 Chevrolets, one 
a Bellaire the other a Nomad. 
Later arrivals showed a beautiful 
1968 Chevrolet El Camino, a 
1954 Dodge Comet and a 2004 
Ford Thunderbird. Soon after, 
the American Legion volunteers 
began to arrive Colorado State 
Commander Terri Clinton and 
Incoming District 6 Commander 
Annette Johnson were working 
the “kitchen” preparing and 

serving hamburgers and brats. Incoming District 6 Junior-Vice 
Commander Scott Neff moved into the registration booth, District 
6 Junior-Vice Commander Bonnie Rought assisted with the 
calculation of the votes and S.A.L Squadron 976 Tim Park, Post 
1976 Paul Batzel and Don Beisecker also assisted with various 
duties throughout the day.
As the last of the raffle, prizes and show awards were handed out 
and photos were taken, the entrants began to leave in their classic 
beauties, the weather seems to always hold out for us Veterans, it 
seems once the car shows end within an hour it begins to rain, just 
as it did on this day.

Left fron:t Post 2018 residents and Car Show Coor-
dinator Josiah Shurtleff and Charter Member Martin 
Couch. Back row left to right: District 6 Commander 
Annette Jonson, District 6 JVC Scott Neff, Post 1976 
member Don Biescker.
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Post 1 Supports Operation Project Sanctuary at OPS Gala

By CO-ALPA Contributors, District 6 SVC Annette Johnson & S.A.L. Tim 
Park 

On Friday, May 18, 2018, members of The American Legion 
Department & District 6 Officers, LCW Post 1 and, Auxiliary 

Unit 1 members joined hundreds of supporters at the 2018 
Operation Project Sanctuary (OPS) Gala at Colorado University 
South Denver Campus.

Founded by Heather Ehle, in 2007, OPS is headquartered in 
Granby, as a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 
organization. Heather discovered 
there were no organizations 
helping military families as a 
whole. As a result, Heather’s 
founding principle and motivation 
is, “The whole family serves, 
and the best way to ‘support 
the troops’ is by supporting the 
entire family.” Project Sanctuary 
is a healing military family 
program focusing on the desires, 
challenges and concerns military 
families confront on a daily basis. 
OPS works with veterans and 
active-duty service members and 
their families with their exclusive 
three-part program that Assesses, 
Reconnects and helps families 
Thrive (ART) by combining 
counseling, education, self-
development and recreational 
therapy to strengthen families. 

OPS has eight retreat locations, New York, North Carolina, 
Florida, Georgia, Texas, California, and Utah whose mission is 
to bring health and wellness to our military families. Retreats are 
open to all branches of military, active duty and veteran families 
who believe they would benefit from a therapeutic retreat. Each 
location provides a six-day, outdoor retreat, a healing environment 
with a unique two-year program that combines counseling, 
education, self-development, recreational therapy and on-going 

support to address mental and emotional health issues and to build 
and strengthen families.   

Project Sanctuary’s vision is to assist military service members 
returning from wars and conflicts, by reconnecting the whole family 
through a holistic approach, i.e., healing the effects of war and 
encouraging the service members to reintegrate into their families 
and communities by teaching healthy coping mechanisms. The 
objective is to preserve the whole family, which in turn supports 
the community, the military and the country.

There are currently over 2200 
families on the waiting list. Each 
$3000.00 raised sends one family 
to a retreat with a two-year 
follow up of services. Operation 
Project Sanctuary’s goal is to host 
20-30 retreats each year. There 
are more than 1,000 families and 
3,800 individuals who have been 
served with 90% of the families 
still intact. In eleven years, there 
has been one fallen warrior 
since OPS inception. For more 
information about Operation 
Project Sanctuary please visit 
https://projectsanctuary.us/

The 2018 OPS Gala was the third 
annual event, saw almost 300 
guests from around the country, 
and rose over $250,000. The 

money raised will fund 83 families in the two-year program, the 
organization currently has a waitlist if 2,200 families. Through 
generous donations, auctions, and a fun night of giving TAL 
Family enjoyed an opportunity to experience how Pillar 1, 3 and 
4 (VA&R, Americanism and Children & Youth) may be combined 
to create an extraordinary evening of individuals, families, and 
friends from many walks of life. 

Thank You to Officers and members who took time out of their 
evening to share in the stories and history of OPS. 

Members representing The American Legion, Department 
of Colorado Jr. Vice Commander Tony Jones, District 6 
Incoming Commander Annette Johnson, Post 1 Commander 
Tom Yagley, and members John Holland, Marsha Harrison, 
Ron Ice, Marilyn Vroman, Jeff and Gale Pitchford.

 American troops involved in Thai cave rescue

By: MOTHAX July 12th, 2018

This story has been everywhere, so I’m going to assume 
everyone knows the basics.  But one thing that strikes me as 

underreported in some areas is just now multi-national the rescue 
effort was, with British and Australian divers working alongside 
our own US troops out of Okinawa.  And of course, the Thai 
SEALs leading the whole thing.  There is only a total of 144 Thai 
SEALs, and they have strong training ties to our US equivalent.

An article in Stars and Stripes Tuesday noted a US presence in the 
rescue operations:

Dozens of U.S. military personnel, including pararescue airmen 
based in Okinawa, were part of a multinational effort that saved 
12 young soccer players and their coach from a flooded cave in 
Thailand. The final boy and his coach were rescued Tuesday.

State Department spokesman Steve Castonguay in Chiang Rai 
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Province, Thailand, where the operation unfolded, said in an email 
Tuesday that Thai authorities had the lead with about 40 American 
servicemembers in support.

“The U.S. team here consists of a survival specialist and 
pararescue specialists trained in personnel recovery techniques 
and procedures, as well as their support personnel,” he said. The 
group also included Army personnel from a civil military support 
element, he said.

U.S. Special Operations 
Command tweeted photographs 
Tuesday of American 
servicemembers working on the 
rescue operations. They show 
an American servicemember 
looking at a map with his Thai 
counterparts, and other U.S. 
troops hiking into the jungle.

And yesterday I found out that a 
2000 graduate of my Alma Mater, 
The Citadel, was very involved:

As the final moments of an 18-
day ordeal unfolded before him, 
Citadel graduate and Air Force 
Maj. Charles Hodges felt a sense 
of relief, the same one felt the world over.

Twelve boys and their soccer coach, stranded in a cave in northern 
Thailand, had been rescued and were safe.

“When the boys left the cave, obviously there was a big sigh of 
relief,” said Hodges, a 2000 Citadel graduate and U.S. mission 
commander for the 353rd Special Operations unit based at Kadena 
Air Base in Japan. “Everyone knew that a big home run had been 
hit.”

Hodges, from Winnsboro, and the 353rd were part of a multi-
national effort to save the boys. One former Thai Navy SEAL diver 
died in the rescue operation.

“It took every single one of us, putting our heads together and 
pushing aside any sort of political or cultural differences and doing 
our best to find a solution to do this,” Hodges said in an interview 

with “CBS This Morning” on Wednesday. “What I take away from 
this is how much can be accomplished from teamwork, because it 
was pretty impressive.”

Here is the interview Major Hodges did with CBS:

The boys themselves are doing quite well reports USA Today:

Video released Wednesday from the hospital shows the boys, 
wearing hospital gowns and masks and sitting up in their beds, 

making victory signs to the 
camera and waving to ecstatic 
parents. Family members, some 
near tears, wave back from 
behind glass.

The boys were famished and 
weak when they were found, 
having lost an average of more 
than 4 pounds each. But their 
spirits were high, and the rescue 
team brought them nutritional 
gels to slowly build their strength.

All will remain in the hospital for 
several more days. They are now 
eating regular food, and some 
will be going home in a week.

“Overall, the 13 people are in very good condition,” Thai health 
official Thongchai Lertwilairatanapong said.

For more on what went on, why they were that far in, how it was 
accomplished, and some awesome graphics like the one above, go 
read this article from the BBC which gives good credit to the Thai 
government for moving so rapidly and allowing others to help:

Once foreign divers arrived, from many different countries, the 
Thai authorities allowed them to devise first the search, and then 
the enormously complex rescue. It was a huge logistical operation 
involving hundreds of people, building guide rope and pulley 
systems, putting in power and communication cables.

It is to Thailand’s credit that it was organized so well, and there 
was no attempt to diminish the foreign contribution. 

Photo courtesy of The Burn Pit
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