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Still Serving America
Do you have an ongoing program or 
activity that serves your community? 
Do you have a friend or relative that 
goes above and beyond the call of duty 
to help others?
Drop us a line and tell us what your 
story is or how you or this person is 
demonstrating that they are Still Serving 
America, but must be received  by the 
10th of the month, the month prior.
In submitting your information, please 
be sure to include your full name, 
address and telephone number.  There’s 
a good chance the information you send 
us will make it into The Observer.  Please 
send to: Still Serving America, The 
American Legion, 7465 East 1st Ave. Ste 
D Denver, CO 80230.
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Join The American Legion 

 

 Help Our Nation's Veterans



The American Legion has been at the forefront with Buddy 
Checks to ensure the needs of veterans in their post and 

community are met. Now there’s 
an opportunity for us to reach even 
more veterans and save even more 
lives with the Buddy Check Act 
– an American Legion-supported 
bipartisan legislation. 

This bill would direct VA to establish 
a “Buddy Check Week,” modeled 
after The American Legion’s 
Buddy Check program, to provide 
educational opportunities, materials 
and references for veterans to learn 
how to conduct personal wellness 
checks, as well as require increased 
resources for the Veterans Crisis 
Line to handle any potential increas 
in calls during the designated week. 
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A Message From National Commander Dillard

Help us expand Buddy Checks 
By: Paul Dillard, National Commander

Pual Dillard
National Commander

  December 2021

I ask you to help us get the Buddy Check Act passed.

Reach out to your congressional representatives to voice our support 
for this legislation at www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/
Campaigns/87480/Respond.

And don’t wait to make contact. We must act now.

The U.S. Senate has approved legislation that would make this a 
national program. Now, let’s prod the U.S. House to follow suit. 
If our representatives don’t act before Congress recesses next 
month, it could be at least three months before they consider this 
legislation again. Or it could be dropped altogether.

For materials on The American Legion’s Buddy Check program, 
visit www.legion.org/buddycheck.

The American Legion has demonstrated great success with Buddy 
Checks. Let’s help expand it through the VA for even greater 
success and reach.

Presentation from the Johnstown/Milliken AL Post 70

Presenting a check to the Healing Warriors 
Program following their 12th Annual Charity Golf 

Tournament.  This year the committee also presented 
donations to Stillwater Ranch and Operation TBI (a 
program of Craig Hospital); all programs to assist 
Veterans and their families.

Department Jr. Vice Commander Shane Hasert is 
shown in the back center of photo with red shirt and 
white Legion cap. Shane provided the information 
and the photograph of the event.

The name of photographer and names of all 
participants in photograph was not available.
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Department Commander Kossow Call 

The holiday season is here. Which means joy and good cheer 
for all, right? Well, not exactly for all. There are people among 

us that do not enjoy the holiday season. Whatever the reason, the 
struggle is real in their world and we need to be there for them to 

help them through.

For the many of us who enjoy the 
holiday season, it is a time for counting 
our blessings. We need to take time 
to recognize the joy in our lives and 
appreciate our family and friends. We 
also need to reach out and be there for 
those who do not have joy. They need 
to know how important they are to us 
and that they are not alone.

We frequently hear about the 
importance of Buddy Checks. They 
are promoted throughout the year. We 
owe it to our friends and family to see 
how they’re doing periodically. To be 
there for them. Checking in with the 
members in our Legion family that 

we don’t know very well needs to be on our to do list as well. 
We must be there for all of our family. During our service, we 
had our battle buddy’s six. That military bond didn’t end at ETS 
or retirement. We must honor our military values, traditions, and 
beliefs still today. They served us well and still can. No veteran 
left behind!

At the Fall Training Conference, Crystal Tabor, Lead Peer Support 
Specialist for the VA, identified how the peer support program 

Holiday Struggles 
By: Chip Kossow , Department Commander 

Chip Kossow
Department 
Commander

works to help guide the recovery process for veterans with mental 
health challenges. These same principles can help everyone feel 
better by simply being there and supporting them. Being there for 
each other. Her presentation can be found at coloradolegion.org, 
Education and Training Videos.

Many of us learned coping skills through our military service 
dealing with adversity. These skills may start to fail if the situation 
continues to degrade. We should not be deterred by the stigma 
associated with seeking help or admitting we need help. All of us 
must understand it is ok to let others help get you back to control 
or at least able to better deal with your 
situation. Engaging someone can only 
help so much. If the loneliness and 
desperation becomes too significant, we 
need to admit to ourselves and encourage 
them to seek professional help! Once 
they do get help, continue to be their ally 
and show them you care. Crystal also 
identified the process to seek help for 
those enrolled in VA and those that need 
to get enrolled in the VA system.

By reaching out, you can provide the 
camaraderie and connectedness a person 
needs to feel appreciated and have a 
better day. Be that person. It will be good for your own wellbeing.

God Bless our veterans, their families, and the United States of 
America!



Conrad: While learning about the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier for the first time, I learned how important the tomb 

was to me, my family, my country, and the world.

Beau:The original Unknown Soldier 
was selected from four caskets holding 
the remains of unidentified soldiers 
dug up from four different cemeteries 
near major battlefields of World War 
1. Sergeant Edward Younger was the 
man given the task of selecting which 
would become the Unknown Soldier 
and carried home. He carried white 
roses to mark the chosen casket. It was 
recorded that he “entered the chamber 
in which the bodies of the four Unknown 
Soldiers lay, circled the caskets three 
times, then silently placed the flowers 
on the third casket from the left. He 
faced the body, stood at attention and 
saluted.” (Unknown Soldier is selected 
- HISTORY).

How hard it must have been to make that decision. If I were chosen 
to pick one of the four unknown soldiers, I would feel nervous 
and unworthy to do it. The soldier would represent all unknown 
soldiers. It was a huge responsibility.
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AS 2021 ends, I hope everyone had the best holidays possible 
under the current conditions.  

Let’s always keep in mind the primary 
objective and mission of The American 
Legion:

‘What can you do to help a fellow 
Veteran, today?’  

Whether it be something small like 
picking-up groceries or shoveling 
snow; or something more significant 
like help with the rent, utilities, or 
membership dues.  We have spent 
a considerable amount of time this 
year talking about the importance 
of ‘buddy checks,’ and I will attest 
that sometimes, just letting someone 

A Message From Department Jr. Vice Commander Hasert

Happy Holidays and Let’s Show the Value of Membership
By: Shane Hasert, Department Jr. Vice Commander

know you are there, thinking about them, appreciate them, and are 
willing to listen or share a story can make a difference in someone’s 
life. The holidays are not easy for everyone, and often show to be 
the time of year for the highest cases of depression and suicide 
attempts and successes.  It truly is the small gestures that add the 
personal touches to really make people feel valued and important 
in these tumultuous times.

If your membership card reads: 2021, it is nearly time to retire it as 
it will soon be ‘past due’. Now is a great time to put together a Post 
newsletter, social media post or pick-up the phone and reach out 
to members who have not yet renewed and share with the masses 
how your Post is making a difference to the community, state, and 
nation. Every Sept, rather than having a Post meeting, we have 
a celebratory dinner to invite the Boys/Girls State attendees and 
their families and just talk about the things we have accomplished 
during the year and the benefits of being a member of the largest 
Veteran’s Service Organization.  

Shane Hasert
Department Jr. Vice 

Commander

The Tomb of The Unknown Soldier Essay
By: Beau & Conrad Wilson - 3rd & 5th grade

A Message From Department Jr. Vice Commander Johnson

Annette Johnson
Department Jr. 

Vice Commander

Conrad: The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is in Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia. It represents all the men who died 
fighting for our country, especially those who couldn’t be found or 
identified. In 1921 the first Unknown Soldier who died in World 
War I was buried at the Tomb. The Tomb is guarded 24 hours a day, 
7 day a week in any weather, even in the face of a hurricane. On the 
West side of the sarcophagus are the words:

“Here rests, in honored glory, an American 
soldier, known but to God.” (https://www.
funeralbasics.org/honoring-our-fallen-
soldiers-tomb-unknown-soldier).

Beau: Unknown soldiers usually fought a war they did not start, 
for men and women’s freedom, who might not ever even know his 
or her name. The Tomb of the Unknowns was created in response 
to the mass casualties of the Unknown Soldiers in World War 1. On 
Veteran’s Day, 1921, President Warren G. Harding watched over a 
burial ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery for an Unknown 
Soldier who died in World War 1. After that three more soldiers 
from future wars were added to the Tomb of the Unknowns. On 
the east side of the sarcophagus stands Peace holding a dove on the 
left, on the right is Valor holding a broken sword, and in the center 
is Victory holding hands with peace and extending an olive branch 
towards Valor. 

(Continued on Page 6 See To Learn)
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(To Learn Continued from Page 5)

To learn more about unknown soldiers, we interviewed our Aunt 
Dennise, whose father was lost in the Vietnam War right before 
she was born. His name was Dennis, and he served as a helicopter 
pilot. When another pilot had been shot down, but was able to eject 
in time, Dennis and his team were selected for the rescue mission. 
They first sent a fake rescue team to try and get the Vietnamese 
to shoot all their anti-aircraft weapons, but it did not work, and 
they were shot down when sent in afterwards. When my aunt was 
born, her mom named her Dennise after the father she would never 
get to meet. Sadly, the war was not very popular where she lived, 
therefore there wasn’t a public memorial service, and she only 
learned about him while at her grandparents. Because the crash 
site wasn’t found for over 40 years, she often wondered if one 

day he would come home, and her mom often dreamed of him 
surprising them at the front door. 

During these long 40 years, it could be said that the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier was Dennis’s grave. Then a surprising phone 
call came in, which told Aunt Dennise that after all these years 
they had found the crash site and recovered all 5 service members’ 
remains. Dennis’s family including my Aunt, Uncle, and cousins, 
Luke and Johnny, were invited to make a trip to Arlington to lay 
Dennis in his final resting place. 

Conrad: For 2nd Lieutenant Dennis William Peterson and his 
family, the Unknown Soldier’s mission was now complete. 
Dennis’s resting place is now known. But for countless others, The 
Unknown Soldier will continue to serve.

Why the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is important - event
By: Annettee Johnson, Department Jr. Vice Commander

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is an integral piece of our 
history that we cannot forget. With all the changes that have 

happened in our country over the past few years we cannot allow 
this history to be lost; children need to learn, know, and understand 
the sacrifices servicemen and 
their families give to this country.

While many monuments and 
pieces of our history are being 
removed from the textbooks and 
rewritten, the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier has an educational 
program to keep the history of 
the Tomb alive. In honor of the 
100th anniversary, the Tomb 
guards came up with a way to 
show honor, respect, and remem-
brance to those who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice. The Never Forget 
Garden Dedication is a ceremony 
designed to bring a small piece of 
the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier into our communities. 

Members of American Legion 
Post 1976, LCW Post 1, Unit 1, 
and ALR Ch. 1 collaborated to 
create a Never Forget Garden, 
in remembrance of the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. After some 
discussion, we decided how im-
portant it would be to have kids 
conduct a Young Americanism 
event and bring the Tombs’ his-
tory to life. The kids did every-
thing, except transporting the wreath. As the discussion evolved 
we reached out to past oratorical winners, Junior Auxiliary mem-
bers, young SAL members, and Boy Scout Troop 79, Pack 127, 
and Michael with Full Battle Rattle who prepared the meal. 

On August 7, 2021, with Former Tomb Guardsman SSg. Craig 
Hudson, Badge 647, was in attendance, the event of a Never For-
get Garden Dedication ceremony took place. Boy Scout Troop 79 
was the official honor guard for the day. The ALR Ch. 1 was given 
the honor and transported the wreath from Veterans Park to Post 1, 
where ALR President Michael Stone and Pack 127 Jesse Black pre-

sented a wreath, and ALA Jr. Unit 
1 Madison O’Shaughnessy, pre-
sented the White Rose bouquet. 
Renée Fenton-Stone sang the 
Star-Spangled Banner, LCW Post 
1 Cmdr. Jeff Pitchford opened the 
ceremony, Father John Holland 
gave the Dedication prayer, and 
the event team laid 21 single red 
roses in the Never Forget Garden.

After the Never Forget Garden 
Dedication, the event was moved 
indoors where Pack 127 member 
Jesse Black, laid the wreath, and 
ALA Jr. Madison O’Shaughnessy 
placed the White Rose bouquet 
on the table, both shared the 
symbolism. Ethan Carter, a for-
mer Oratorical winner, presented 
the Histories and Origins of the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
and American Legion Auxil-
iary Junior President Kaylee Fo-
bare spoke on the history of the 
four Tombs. The readings of the 
Young Americanism Essays were 
conducted by members of BSA 
Pack 127, Reid Black, Thatcher 
&  Cole Franke, Beau & Conrad 
Wilson, and Young SAL member 

Kane Fobare, SAL Sqd. 180. Later, SSg. Craig Hudson shared his 
deep admiration and respect for the kids and their abilities to re

Continued on Page 8 See Search)
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You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time 
Veterans Service Organization Veterans Service Organization 

And Advocate For Veteran’s Benefits Too! And Advocate For Veteran’s Benefits Too! 
Call 303-366-5201Call 303-366-5201

Department Chaplain’s Corner - Merry Christmas And A Very 
Happy New Year!!!
By: Stanley Hamamoto, Department Chaplain

doing.  Sharing ideas is to me a great way for all of us to help each 
other.  I hope that many of you will be able to attend this midyear 
convention, for it is one of the best times to meet others from other 
districts and to share ideas.

Now for the preacher side of me.   December is the month of the 
birth of our Lord.  This to me means faith and good will to all 
men and women of all recess and all creeds.  Remember one of 
the commandments, “love thy neighbor as you love yourself.”   
But before you can love your neighbor, you must be able to love 
yourself.   For by not loving yourself, how can you love someone 
else?  You can’t.  As the year winds down and family members 
come, some from far away, be grateful for this is God’s work, 
bringing the family together.  HE alone will make this a great 
Holiday time for all to enjoy.  HE controls all that is going on 
around us all the time.   Many times we forget that HE is in charge 
and that we are all HIS children.   HE loves us all; no matter what 
we have done in the past year.  HE FORGIVES us all no matter 
what we have done or what we have not done.  Like a good parent, 
HE loves us all no matter what.  This is why I keep saying too 
many of you, we should all be grateful for we have a LOVING 
GOD.   HE will always be there for us, all we have to do is ask 
HIM and HE will respond.  I know that I many times like many 
of you, think that we know it better than HE does.  WRONG!!!!!!   
HE knows is it all, better than we do.

Enjoy your family and the Holidays, but always keep the faith in 
HIM and pray to him as often as you can.  Again, my deepest and 
most heartfelt blessings to all of you and your families.   MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!

My last three words to all of you are: GO TO CHURCH!!!!!!  
And all of God’s children said, “AMEN”

Has God Been Good to You????

December is the last month of the year, what happened to the 
year?????  It came and the next thing you know, it is over. 

Before I go into business things, I would like to wish all of you 
and your families a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Years.  When you all sit at your Christmas table 

and share the wonderful food that is 
front of you, please say a short prayer 
to the many who cannot and maybe 
will not be able to have what you 
have.  Pray that they will be able to 
find some warm food and warm place 
to keep themselves warm.  Then when 
you sit down and welcome in the new 
year, again say a prayer for the many 
who cannot do what you are doing.  
But, you and your family please enjoy 
the holiday moment, for it only comes 
once a year.  My blessings go to all 
of you and may the New Year bring 
much happiness to all of you and your 
families.   

As the year ends that means our midyear convention is coming 
soon.  It is on January 28, 29, and 30 with a Four Chaplain’s and 
Department Memorial Service on Sunday, January 31, 2022   I 
think this normally starts at about 8:30 AM, this is to give time 
for those that have to travel, time to get home at a decent hour.  
This will be a candlelight memorial service; it has always been a 
great one to attend.  At the midyear convention, I will be having 
a Chaplain’s workshop.  This workshop is for those who are 
thinking of becoming a chaplain and for those who are chaplains.   
Those who are chaplains, many times we need to ask questions 
and also to give some input as to what they are doing.  What they 
are doing can be of big help to those who do not do what they are 

Stanley Hamamoto
Department Chaplain

A Message From Department Chaplain Hamamoto
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(Search Continued from Page 6)

search, write, and stand up in front of an audience and present their 
essays, “it was heartfelt.”

 After the essays, SSg. Hudson shared his experiences during his 6 
years as a Tomb Guard and dispelling some of the myths surround-
ing the Do’s and Don’ts of being a Tomb Guard. 

This Never Forget Garden holds a special significance for Pack 127 
Beau & Conrad Wilson. The significance of the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier and Tomb Guards hold significance with the Wil-

son family. For 40 years the Tomb represented their Great-Uncle 
who was MIA/KIA; until recently he was repatriated, identified, 
and has since been identified and laid to rest in Arlington National 
Cemetery.  

 As the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier moves into its second centu-
ry there will be more historical moments taking place, such as the 
final changing of the guard for Sgt. First Class Chelsea Porterfield, 
the first female Tomb Guard. Her final walk involved the first all-
female changing of the guard, and on Nov. 11, 2021, for the first 
time in 95 years the barriers were lifted and the public was granted 
access to lay flowers at the Tomb.

Stepping into history at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
By: Ashley Gorbulja-Maldonado

It was a cool crisp morning in Arlington, Va., Nov. 9, 2021, 100 
years after the Unknown Soldier arrived in the United States. 

The sun poked through the oaks, maples, and elms, catching the 
white marble headstones in a soft vignette focus, glistening among 
the rolling, neatly kept green knolls. This was not my first visit to 
this particular hallowed ground, Arlington National Cemetery, nor 
would it be my last.

I made haste up Roosevelt Drive. My heels clicked in a rhythmic 
beat, clutching white roses in my 
arms. Fixated on the roses, I felt a 
sense of eternal peace; I clenched 
the stems close to my chest. Not a 
word was spoken. I quietly turned 
inward in reflection as birds 
chirped, and distant rumblings of 
trolly engines warmed up. With 
each step, I grew closer to my 
destination, and soon I reached 
the top of the hill.

There was something electric 
in the air as Tomb guards were 
scattered about, their awards and 
buttons catching the morning 
light, as they provided guidance 
and maintained order. The 
marble pillars of the Memorial 
Amphitheater have a way of 
making me feel reverential. 
Respect mixed with wonder. My thoughts were interrupted by the 
cemetery staff instructing visitors forward, toward the Tomb.

The short murmurs of travelers sharing how far they had come to 
be a part of this event grew louder as I drew closer to the Tomb. I 
approached the two parallel tents layered with hundreds of roses, 
gerber daisies, carnations and assorted flowers. The fragrances of 
roses around me felt as if I were smelling them for the first time. 
At this moment, I became a bit nervous.

For the first time in almost 100 years in part of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier Centennial Commemoration, I was able to cross 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Plaza and walk the line paced 
and worn in stone where the 24-hours-a-day soldiers from the 3rd 

U.S. Infantry Regiment, known as “The Old Guard,” stand watch 
over the Tomb. The thought of me walking that same line left me 
awestruck, nervous and patriotic.

Few know that the Old Guard is a combat unit. In 1994, the decorated 
289th Military Police Company became attached to the Old Guard. 
This MP branch is a combat-support unit that includes women. As 
a former MP, I knew that the reactivation and attachment of the 
289th MP Company provided the first opportunity for women to 
serve as sentinels.

Only five women have been 
chosen to guard the Tomb. Sgt. 
Heather Johnson (1996), Sgt. 
Danyell Wilson (1997), the 
first Black woman to earn the 
badge, Staff Sgt. Tonya Bell 
(1998) first woman to serve as 
relief commander, Sgt. Ruth 
Hanks (2015), and Sgt. 1st Class 
Chelsea Porterfield (2021), the 
first women sergeant of the guard, 
and the women who would lead 
the first all-women shift change 
in 84 years, on the 30,770th day 
of continuous protection.

It is funny what floats through 
your mind to distract you at 
times like this. A few weeks ago, 
I looked onward to the steps and 
memorial display room, where I 

was finishing the final details of my artwork depicting the sacred 
duty to guard the Tomb. I was inspired by a recent event at the 
Military Women’s Memorial collaborating with The Society of the 
Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. I remember going 
through multiple drafts, sketching the Tomb, inspired to capture 
the united diversity of past wars. I wanted to capture the best that 
each generation has offered in exemplifying selflessness, courage 
and character. 

The next thing I knew, I was standing in front of the line, about to 
lay down my flower in honor of a soldier whose name will never 
be known, but who represents all who have served and sacrificed 
for our nation.

Photograph courtesy of The American Legion
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For 100 years, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier has served as the 
heart of Arlington National Cemetery. As a sacred memorial site 
and the grave of three unknown American service members, the 
Tomb connects visitors with the legacy of the U.S. Armed Forces 
throughout our nation’s history. I was about to be a part of that 
history. I adjusted my American Legion cap, and in a moment, 
I stood in front of two men in dress blues. “Ma’am, you may 
approach the Tomb,” the sergeant instructed. I stepped forward, 
one foot in front of another, emulating my best 30-inch step. I 
glided along.

Velvet ropes formed the perimeter around the three tombs. I stood 
in front of the center of three crypts, staring at the sarcophagus 
inscription: “Here rests in honored glory an American soldier 
known but to God.”

I paused in reflection and stared at the carved words. I thought 

about how you arrived this day, 100 years ago on the USS Olympia 
at the Navy Yard in Washington D.C., the spray of white roses 
still resting upon the flag-draped casket, as the National Anthem 
played, welcoming home its long-awaited son. Here, you rest 
along with those of subsequent wars.

I clutched my white roses one last time. I knelt to rest them on the 
cold ground. I spread them out and stood back up, let out a deep 
breath, lowered my head to my hands and counted 21 seconds. 
I turned to my right and stepped away. As I did, I glanced back, 
reflecting on service, valor and sacrifice – a moment in my personal 
history that has everlasting meaning for all of us who have served 
and sacrificed, regardless of our military occupational specialty, 
branch of service, gender or name, known or not.

Why the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is important - event 
photos

Dept. Cmdr. Chip Kossow, S.Sgt 
Craig Hudson, #647 Former Tomb 
Guard, Dept. JVC Annette Johnson.

LCW ALR Ch.1 Wreath Escorts, S.Sgt Craig Hudson, 
#647 Former Tomb Guard, Dept. JVC Annette Johnson.

LCW1 BSA 79 Color Guard, Wreath Presenters Jesse 
Black & ALR Pres. Michael Stone, White Bouquet 
Presenter Madiso, n O’Shaughnessy LCW Unit 1.
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or other article of clothing representing their service, a tattoo, a 
license plate or sticker on their car, those are easy targets for us to 
identify as prospective members. Those representative items open 
the door for us to just, ask and invite.

Our Buddy Check program is probably one of the best things to 
come out of this crisis. One of the best, and now the most important, 
social media tools is the telephone. Say what you want about all 
of the other fancy social media platforms, you just can’t beat the 
tried and true telephone. It is the best. A soothing, compassionate, 
caring voice on the other end is just the right medicine for us to 
stay connected. Use the Buddy Check to reach out to your veteran 
friends. Tell them about the work The American Legion is doing 
in these troubled times. Everyone wants to be a winner and when 
your veteran friends find out about the positive things you are 
doing in the Legion, they will want to be a part of our success. 

The future is uncertain with this pandemic. New variants seem to be 
popping up that present new challenges to our medical community. 
But the future of The American Legion is bright. We know our 
mission. Our mission must continue. We are tough people, we will 
survive.

My best wishes to you and your families during the Christmas and 
New Year’s holiday season. We know that 2022 will be a better 
year. With the right attitude we will look for all of the positive 
things that happened during this crisis and we will improve them 
and make them better as we prepare for another exceptional year 
serving our veterans, their families, our communities and our 
nation. As Chip says, Work the programs. Take care and stay safe

The year-end holidays are upon us. That means times with 
family, friends and celebrating our religious beliefs. Tis the 

season for gift giving. What better gift to give someone close to us 
than their membership in The American Legion.

This month I want to fully support your 
Commander Chip Kossow and your Sr 
Vice Commander Dean Casey in their 
efforts to increase our membership in 
Colorado. Chip’s theme of Work the 
Programs comes at a critical time in 
our history. The pandemic took away 
our ability to work closely with our 
community in advancing all of the 
great community program the Legion 
offers. Now that we are back to some 
semblance of order and are able to 
become hands on again it is time to 
invite new members to join with us in 
our community programs. 

I have often been asked, is there a list of veterans I can use to sign 
up members? The answer is no, there is no magic list of veterans. 
What we do know that there are over18 million veterans in this 
country eligible to join us. Veterans are everywhere. They are 
standing on street corners. They are in front of us or behind us as 
we stand in line at the airport, at the grocery store, at the movie 
theatre. They are our first responders, our doctors, lawyers, our 
mechanics, our Uber drivers, our friends and our neighbors. They 
are everywhere. Most veterans don’t visibly represent themselves 
as veterans in their everyday lives. But for those that wear a cap, 

A Message From Department Adjutant Smith

Work  the programs
By: Pat Smith, Department Adjutant

 Pat Smith
Department Adjutant

You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time 
Veterans Service Organization Veterans Service Organization 

And Advocate For Veteran’s Benefits Too! And Advocate For Veteran’s Benefits Too! 
Call 303-366-5201Call 303-366-5201

WORDS OF WISDOM #1
“I have come to believe that a great teacher is a great artist and that there are as few as there are any other 
great artists. Teaching might even be the greatest of the arts since the medium is the human mind and spirit." 

John Steinbeck 
Courtesy of Epoch Times "Morning Brief"
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Women on Guard – Protecting the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier
By: VAntage Point

VA honors the unidentified brave service members who made 
the ultimate sacrifice. This Veterans Day, we honor the 100th 

anniversary of the dedication of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
We will not forget the brave men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice but were never identified or returned.
We also recognize the sentinels 
of The Old Guard who serve to 
protect this eternal resting place, 
day and night. The history of 
guarding the Tomb includes the 
contributions of our nation’s five 
women sentinels who wear the 
Tomb Guard badge – and their 
journey to be allowed to hold this 
honored role.
“…this soldier will in honored 
glory rest under my eternal 
vigilance.”
The last line of the sentinel’s 
creed underscores the sacred duty 
of the sentinel – keeping a careful 
watch over the Tomb every hour 
of every day.
The 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment 
(The Old Guard) has served 
our nation since 1784 and is the 
Army’s oldest active regiment. 
The Old Guard is the Army’s 
official ceremonial unit, escort 
to the president, and guard of the 
Tomb of the Unknowns.
The Old Guard is a combat unit. 
Before 2015, women were not 
permitted to serve in most combat 
roles. In the early 1980s, women 
were allowed to join The Old 
Guard for ceremonial purposes, 
such as serving in the Fife and Drum Corps.
In 1994, the decorated 289th Military Police Company became 
attached to The Old Guard. This MP branch is a combat support 
unit which includes women. The reactivation and attachment of 
the 289th MP Company provided the first opportunity for women 
to serve as sentinels.
Of the nearly 700 who have earned the Tomb Guard Identification 
Badge, five have been women.
In 1996, Sgt. Heather Johnson became the first service woman 
to earn the prestigious Tomb Guard Identification Badge. The 
following year, Sgt. Danyell Wilson became the first Black woman 
to earn the badge. In 1998, Staff Sgt. Tonya Bell became the third 
woman to earn the badge and the first woman to serve as relief 
commander.

When all military occupational specialties were opened to women 
in 2015, more women earned the badge. Sgt. Ruth Hanks earned 
her badge in 2015, and Sgt. 1st Class Chelsea Porterfield earned 
hers in 2021. Porterfield was also the first woman sergeant of the 
guard.
On Sept. 29, 2021, Porterfield made history again. She completed 
her final walk at the Tomb and conducted a changing of the guard 

ceremony in the first all-women 
shift change in 84 years, on the 
30,770th day of continuous 
guarding.
“And with dignity and 
perseverance my standard will 
remain perfection.”
Line six of the sentinel’s creed 
“… my standard will remain 
perfection,” can often be heard 
as sentinels speak with each other 
and their chain of command. 
Sentinels, whether women or 
men, are the most elite Soldiers 
of The Old Guard.
They must meet strict physical 
requirements to be eligible to 
volunteer for this role. Women 
must meet the exact same 
requirements as men but they 
have a minimum height of 5’8″ 
versus 5’10” for men.
“Through the years of diligence 
and praise, and the discomfort of 
the elements…”
Sentinels have guarded the Tomb 
24 hours per day, 365 days per 
year, since 1937. As mentioned in 
line eight of the sentinel’s creed, 
they also serve through “the 
discomfort of the elements” – in 

any weather conditions, even during a hurricane.
Throughout the year and especially this month, VA honors the 
service and sacrifice of our nation’s Veterans, especially POW/
MIA and the unknown, and the women who have stepped into the 
prestigious role of guarding the Tomb.
No matter their era, branch or role, VA recognizes the millions 
of Veterans who have protected our freedom – and protected 
the final resting place of those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice.
“Here Rests In Honored Glory An American Soldier 
Known But To God.”
– Inscription on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
Dr. Patricia Hayes is chief officer for VA Women’s Health

Sgt. 1st Class Chelsea Porterfield, Sergeant of the 
Guard, 4th Battalion, 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment, 
2020.
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As the visitations for District Fall Conferences come to an end, 
it is time to start thinking about Mid-Year. I encourage all 

members of the American Legion Auxiliary to attend. It will be 
held at the Hotel Elegante in Colorado Springs January 21—23, 
2022.  The Auxiliary will be hosting a fundraiser at Post 38. 

Shuttles will be available. A taco 
bar will be available if you want to 
eat there. There will be a lot of fun 
activities, come dressed as Rosie the 
Riveter and let’s have some fun.

The holiday seasons are 
approaching, this can be a hard time 
for some people. It is a good time to 
call members in your units and see 
how they are doing, especially if they 
don’t attend meetings. With the new 
media avenues of communication, 
such as emails and texting, we have 
gotten away from the old fashion 
telephone call. Telephone calls are 
more personable, you get that one 
to one interaction with the other 
person.

A Message From Department Auxiliary President Brandt

Happy Holidays and thanks for all that you do!
By: Theresa Brandt, Department Auxiliary President

Theresa BrandtTheresa Brandt
Department Auxiliary Department Auxiliary 

PresidentPresident

On December 18th Wreath across America takes place in many 
towns. If you have never attended a Wreath across America 
function, it is a must do. Wreaths are placed on the graves of 
fallen veterans. It is a rewarding experience to place the wreath 
on the grave and give gratitude to the veteran who paid the debt to 
America for our freedom.

As Christmas approaches let’s remember those who are in 
our veterans community living centers and VA centers.  With 
COVID-19 many of the facilities are still shut down to visitations, 
but we can remember our veterans by sending Christmas cards or 
sending some kind of gifts for goodies to the community living 
centers and VA centers.

Happy Holidays and thanks for all that you do for our veterans, 
communities and youth.

American Legion called upon to bolster Toys for Tots
By: The American Legion

Across the country and for decades, American Legion posts 
have assisted Marines and 

volunteers with Toys for Tots 
collection drives. This holiday 
season, the need is greater 
than ever, with supply-chain 
breakdowns expected to reduce 
availability and increase toy 
costs for families facing financial 
hardships.

The Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation operates local 
campaigns in 2,042 counties 
across the country, as well as 
Guam, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, American Samoa and 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 
This year less fortunate children 
in several specifically identified 
communities won’t have much 
of a holiday season without the 
program.

That is why The American Legion and the Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation recently solidified a partnership to enhance their 
collaboration to collect new, unwrapped toys for distribution 

where needs are greatest this 
holiday season.

“Dozens of American Legion 
posts assist the Marines in this 
important mission every year,” 
American Legion National 
Commander Paul E. Dillard said. 
“This winter, we want to put 
smiles on the faces of children, 
no matter where they live or 
the economic conditions their 
families face.”

The Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation and The American 
Legion have identified specific 
geographic areas where 
gaps occur in the service. 
American Legion posts in those 
communities will be alerted and 

provided information about how they can get involved in those 
areas, by visiting www.toysfortots.org/campaigns.

Photo courtesy of The American Legion
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“There’s an old saying in The American Legion that’s really a 
promise to kids, no matter their situation – a ‘square deal for every 
child,’” Dillard said. “We have always respected and assisted 
where possible with the Toys for Tots program because it fulfills 
that promise in about two-thirds of our country. However, more 
than 1,100 communities do not have Toys for Tots programs, and 
we need to reduce that number, knowing that those are places 

where disadvantaged children stand likely to be forgotten this 
holiday season. We are going to connect local posts with Toys for 
Tots in those communities to close that gap.”

Since 1947, Toys for Tots has distributed some 604 million toys 
to approximately 274 million children in need.

For more information, please visit www.toysfortots.org.

Elizabeth Dole Foundation offers free help for caregivers
By: VAntage Point

Are you a spouse, parent, family member, child, loved one, 
friend or neighbor who helps take care of a Veteran at home? 

If you answered yes, take a moment to think about what you could 
do with the gift of time. Caregivers, if you had some extra and free 
help around the house or someone to knock things off your to-do 
list, what would you do?

In honor of Veterans Day and National Family Caregivers Month, 
we want to make sure you’re aware of a special opportunity 
exclusively for caregivers like you.

Between caring for your Veteran, managing the household, 
working, taking care of children or grandchildren, coordinating 
medical appointments, and everything else on your plate, it can be 
easy to feel like there are not enough hours in the day. That’s why 
VA and Elizabeth Dole Foundation joined forces to give you the 
gift of time… for free.

Through the Respite Relief program, you can receive 35 hours of 
free caregiving support to your Veteran – so you can take care of 
you. CareLinx home care providers can help with everything from 
housekeeping, meal prep, medication reminders, organization, 
grocery shopping, companionship – literally knocking things off 
your to-do list.

More than 1,600 caregivers have been approved and over 22,000 
hours of free respite have been delivered. The online application 
is super simple – it takes five minutes to complete. Once your 
application is reviewed, CareLinx will contact you and match you 
with a care provider who can help with your specific needs.

Take us up on our offer to clean your house, organize your cabinets, 
prep your meals for the week, do the dishes, provide companionship 
for your Veteran and so much more. Take advantage of this free 
resource exclusively for caregivers before the stress of the holiday 
season kicks in. It’s our way of saying thank you for all you do. 
Learn more and apply today at hiddenheroes.org/respite.

Special thanks to the Elizabeth Dole Foundation, VA, CareLinx, 
Wounded Warrior Project®, AARP, Tranquility® Incontinence 
Products, Diana Davis Spencer Foundation, Bob Woodruff 
Foundation, and USAA for making this program possible.

Apply today for free respite in less than five minutes at https://
hiddenheroes.org/respite. If you have any questions, please contact 
respiterelief@elizabethdolefoundation.org. 

Jackie Henry is a program manager, Direct Care Services, at the Elizabeth Dole 
Foundation

Join The American Legion Auxiliary

and together we will  

Help Our Nation's Veterans
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Post 32 Raffle Announcement

Longmont American Legion Post 32 is sponsoring 
a raffle of a 27 1/2” by 20 1/8” lithograph color 

print of the Doolittle Raid, which took place on April 
18, 1942.  

It features Doolittle’s airplane taking off from the USS 
Hornet aircraft carrier on its way to bomb Japan.  

What makes the print truly unique is that it bears the 
signatures of 49 of the 80 original Doolittle Raiders, 
including that of General Jimmy Doolittle, as well as 
several honorary raiders.  

A miniature likeness of the print is present on the right.

The raffle will be held on the 80th Anniversary of the 
raid, April 18, 2022, at Post 32 at 1900 hours.  The cost 
of the raffle tickets is one for $5.00 or five for $20.00.  
The tickets will go on sale on December 14.  They may 
be purchased from any Post 32 member or by calling 
or emailing the Club Manager, Jen Bowar, at (303) 776-
2034, or e-mail jenbowar77@americanlegion32.com

Fiduciary/crime bond insurance for posts
By: The American Legion

Under Article VI, Section 1 of The American Legion National 
By-laws, it states “All national employees and volunteers 

handling all American Legion 
monies and negotiable 
instruments shall be covered 
by fidelity/crime insurance in 
an adequate amount as desired 
by the Finance Commission and 
said fidelity/crime insurance 
policy(s) shall be approved by 
the National Treasurer, National 
Judge Advocate, and Finance 
Commission.”

To help meet this requirement, 
The American Legion has 
a relationship with NFP 
Insurance Agency to assist each 
department and post with a 
fiduciary/crime bond insurance 
to protect individuals and members against financial loss.

This insurance program through NFP Insurance Agency is 

recommended, not required, to allow American Legion members 
the ability to purchase fiduciary/crime bond insurance through a 
purchasing group provided by NFP Insurance Agency using Chubb 
Insurance Paper. The program was developed to assist domestic 

and international locations.

Download the required 
American Legion Scheduled 
Position Crime Policy 
application that is needed to 
bind coverage and the cost 
associated with the levels 
of insurance needed. All 
information needed to obtain 
this coverage through our group 
purchasing program is provided 
on the application.

To speak with a representative 
at NFP Insurance Agency, 
please contact Vice President 
Chris Phillips at 317-808-7262 

or chris.phillips@NFP.com.
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By Jay Bowen, Membership & Post Activities chairman

Department, district, county and post leaders,

First and foremost, I want to thank you for your support of our 
veterans, their families and our youth. You have taken on a 

serious responsibility to lead, guide and direct our organization to 
ensure we are able to work our programs 
under the four pillars that make our 
communities better.

It has been said many times that 
membership is the lifeblood of The 
American Legion! This statement is as 
true today as it was more than 100 years 
ago when our forefathers met in Paris 
and the largest and greatest veterans 
service organization was born. I am 
asking you to take an active leadership 
role and engage your members and 
show them the value of being a member 
of this great organization.

National Commander Paul E. Dillard 
has challenged all of us to attain at least a 90 percent retention rate.

Please reach out to your members. If they have renewed their 
membership for 2022, thank them for their continued support.

If they have not renewed, ask them why. Then let them know 
that we need their commitment to help us continue supporting 
our veterans and programs. And share with them the following 
advantages for renewing their membership now.
• No more renewal notices will be sent reminding them to renew. 
The money that National Headquarters saves by not sending 
renewal notices can be used to help a veteran in need and to 
continue supporting our great programs.
• Their membership is NOT cut short by renewing now. Their 
membership will still be active through the end of December 2022.
• Their American Legion Magazine subscription will not lapse.
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Membership renewal challenge
• Continued use of member-only discounts.
• Continued eligibility for American Legion programs such as the 
National Emergency Fund.

There are several other advantages to renewing now and you are 
encouraged to add to the above list when asking your members to 
renew.

What are the disadvantages to renewing now? NONE!

Please reach out to your members and encourage them to send in 
their renewal right away. And let them know they can easily renew 
one of three ways:
1. Sending in the renewal notice to their post with a check, money 
order or cash.
2. Visiting www.legion.org/renew.
3. Signing in to their www.MyLegion.org account (if they have 
registered for one). A “Renew Now” button will appear at the top 
right-hand page.

If they can’t find their renewal notice or membership number, they 
can contact their post or department to look it up. Remind them 
that they can mail in their renewal without the notice. All they 
need to do is send their dues with their full name and membership 
ID number.

Make it simple and easy for your members to renew.

Please help us continue our work so we can ensure that we are 
following National Commander Dillard’s message of “No Veteran 
Left Behind.”

Ask your members to renew now and let’s show our national 
commander that we are going to reach our retention goal of 90 
percent.

Thanks in advance for your support and work to reach and exceed 
the 90 percent renewal challenge.

Jay Bowen
Membership & Post 
Activities Chairman

WORDS OF WISDOM #2 

“Let the cymbals of popularity tinkle still. Let the butterflies of fame glitter with their wings. I shall envy 
neither their music nor their colors." 

John Adams 
Courtesy of Epoch Times "Morning Brief"
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American Legion news and deadlines
By: The American Legion

Volunteers needed for National Oratorical Contest 

The American Legion is looking for volunteers to help with 
the 2022 National High School Oratorical Contest Finals in 

Indianapolis, April 23-24. Needed volunteer positions include 
judges, escorts, and holding room and assigned topic room 
monitors.

The contest is held is at the Wyndham Indianapolis West hotel, 
where more than 53 youth from across the country deliver a 
speech on the U.S. Constitution. The support of many volunteers 
is needed to conduct the contest, which will provide more than 
$203,500 in college scholarships.

Volunteers will be provided with specific contest details, a job 
responsibility and training. All expenses related to volunteering 
with the contest, such as travel, housing and food, are paid for by 
the volunteer.

To volunteer, fill out the online form at www.legion.org/oratorical/
volunteer.

2022 Eagle Scout of the Year application 
Nominations for the 2022 American Legion Eagle Scout of the 

Year award are now being accepted. An applicant’s nomination 
packet must be received by their respective American Legion 
department headquarters no later than March 1, 2022. Departments 
must then select and certify their department’s top nominee to 
American Legion National Headquarters no later than April 1, 
2022. Award and application information is available at www.
legion.org/scouting.

Legion vehicle donations 
Tax-deductible automobile donations in 2021 to help The American 
Legion assist disabled veterans, children and military families have 
exceeded the previous three years combined.

From Jan. 1 to mid-October, 1,232 vehicles were donated through 
Charitable Auto Rides & Services Inc. (CARS). The auction sale 
of those vehicles generated $915,100 to support American Legion 
charities and programs. 

If you are an owner of an unused vehicle looking to find a way to 
help benefit American Legion programs, you can do so by donating 
your vehicles through CARS. To schedule a free, convenient 
pickup date for an automobile, visit www.legion.careasy.org/home 
or call 844-453-4466.

Call center available for Veterans, Afghans in need of 
assistance due to Afghanistan withdrawal
By: VAntage Point

Veterans, Afghans or their families who need assistance due to 
the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan are eligible for help 

from the Independence Line – a new call center launched by The 
Independence Fund and Loyal Source.

“With tens of thousands of Afghan men, women and children 
arriving in the U.S., there is a critical need to help these refugees 
navigate America’s complex refugee and asylum systems and 
ensure U.S. Veterans get the care and benefits they rate and need, 
where and when they need it,” said Sarah Verardo, CEO, The 
Independence Fund. “We want Veterans, Afghans and their families 
and friends to know The Independence Fund is here for them.”

The Independence Line is staffed by qualified professionals to 
assist those with getting the resources they need.

Callers can find assistance related to housing, food, mental health, 
health care, clothing, legal assistance and a host of other resources. 
Call center staff also work with The Independence Fund’s case 
management team to find the best, quickest services to fill any gaps.

Veterans, Afghans and their families are encouraged to call The 
Independence Line’s toll-free number 1-855-341-5456 for support. 
The call center is open seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 12 a.m. 
ET.

Join The American Legion 

 

 
Help Our Nation's Veterans
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Remains of North Texas sailor killed at Pearl Harbor laid to 
rest 80 years later
By: Larry Williams is the director at the Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery

Harold William Lindsey joined the Navy from Waxahachie, 
a small town just south of Dallas, Texas. Originally from 

California, fate would place him on the USS Oklahoma on 
December 7, 1941, when the Japanese Empire attacked Pearl 
Harbor. Navy Seaman 2nd Class Lindsey was one of the 
battleship’s 429 crewmembers killed in the attack. Almost 80 
years later, the North Texas sailor finally returned to his family 
and friends.

According to a press release from the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, the remains of the deceased crew were 
recovered by the Navy and interred in the Halawa and Nu’uanu 
Cemeteries. In 1947, unidentified remains were disinterred 
from the two cemeteries and sent to the Central Identification 
Laboratory where staff was able to identify 35 men. Lindsey was 
not one. The unidentified remains were buried in 46 plots at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, also known as the 
Punchbowl in Honolulu.

In 2015, more advanced technology had become available, and 
the Navy again exhumed the unidentified USS Oklahoma crew 
for analysis. On June 28, 2021, Lindsey was identified using next 
of kin DNA.

On Nov. 5, 2021, members from the Patriot Guard Riders 

escorted Lindsey to his final resting place at the Dallas-Fort 
Worth National Cemetery. More than 50 members of the 
community and the Texas Society of the Sons of the Revolution 
attended to pay their respects and to honor this World War II 
hero.

“Seaman 2nd Class Lindsey played an important part in our 
nation’s history and we never want to forget the ultimate sacrifice 
he made for this country,” said Larry Williams, Dallas-Fort Worth 
National Cemetery director. “Most of the people here today may 
not have known him personally, but he is still our brother and 
we are honored to finally give him a proper burial after all these 
years.”

VA operates 155 national cemeteries and 34 soldiers’ lots and 
monument sites in 44 states and Puerto Rico. More than 5 million 
Americans, including Veterans of every war and conflict, are 
buried in VA cemeteries. Fulfilling President Lincoln’s call “to 
care for him who shall have borne the battle,” VA also provides 
headstones, markers or medallions for Veterans buried in 
State and Territorial Veterans cemeteries or interred in private 
cemeteries. 

For more information, call 800-535-1117 or visit www.cem.
va.gov.



By: VAntage Point

The VA Farms and Gardens program is helping Veteran patients 
at the William S. Middleton 

Memorial Veterans Hospital (Madison 
VA).

VA Farms is a pilot program started in 
2018 and the Therapeutic Gardening 
program was developed in the fall of 
2020.

It’s active year round, and during 
winter months the program offers many 
virtual or in-person gardening classes 
as well as planning for the following 
spring.

The hospital prides itself on the various 
means of care and support it offers 
Veterans, and VA Farms and Gardens 
uses gardening in a therapeutic way to 
help improve their quality of life.

Veterans welcome to take squash home

According to Occupational Therapist Ann Hanson, it’s about 
getting Veterans out and about.

“We have Veterans who come and help maintain it,” Hanson said. 
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Farms and Gardens Program is therapeutic outlet for 
Wisconsin Veterans

“We have some squash and tomatoes, peppers, a variety of stuff, 
and Veterans are welcome to take stuff home.”

The program has several raised garden 
beds located on the main campus in 
Madison. The program also encourages 
Veterans to utilize gardening as a 
relaxing and productive outlet to help 
them maintain a balanced and fulfilling 
life.

Veteran patient Patrick Williams 
learned about the program from Hanson 
and was really glad he got involved.

“It’s therapeutic,” he said. “It calms 
my mind down about certain things. If 
you want to come through, if you have 
PTSD, or bi-polar or schizophrenia, it 
should help”

If you have any questions about the 
VA Farms and Gardens Program or 
would like more information, please 
contact Whole Health at 608-256-1901 

extension 12537. 

Paul Rickert is chief of public affairs at the William S. Middleton Memorial 
Veterans Hospital

Veteran Patrick Williams: “It’s therapeutic. 
It calms my mind down.”

The American Legion takes aim at inequity in claims 
approvals for MST survivors
By: The American Legion

The American Legion called upon the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) to address the inequity in claims approvals for 

survivors of Military Sexual Trauma (MST) in a House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs subcommittee hearing on Nov. 17.

One in four military women 
and one in 50 military men 
will be sexually assaulted 
during their time in service. 
Forty percent of those who 
reported MST ultimately had 
their claims improperly denied. 
Katie Purswell, the director 
of The American Legion’s 
National Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation Division, says 
that VA is long overdue for an 
intervention.

“We are trained and conditioned 
to trust the people to our left and 

our right,” she told lawmakers. “We would even take a life or set 
down our own to protect them. These people are our family.”

So why, asked Purswell, do we turn a blind eye or victim blame 
when a member of our family is sexually assaulted? “Women are 

asked what they did to encourage 
the assault,” she said. “And men 
are asked why they didn’t fight to 
stop it from happening in the first 
place.”

Veterans turn to VA for care and 
support as they transition off 
active duty. When filing a claim 
for MST, a veteran must first 
declare they have post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) from the 
event. Purswell says this forces 
a veteran to minimize their 
experience and can cause them to 
turn away from VA.

Continued on Page 27 See MST)Photo courtesy of The American Legion
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Department Mid-Year Conference 2022 Elegante Hotel and Con-
ernce Center 

Colorado Springs, Colorado
Friday January 21, 2022
  2:00 pm   Legion DEC Meeting – Centennial Room  
  2:00 pm   Auxiliary DEC Meeting  - Gold Camp Room
  6:30 pm - 9:30 pm    Auxiliary Fun Night – Post 38

Saturday January 22, 2022
  7:00 am - 8:00 am  Legion Family Breakfast – Open to all – Foothills Room
 
  8:30 am   JOINT OPENING SESSION – Ballrooms A & B
    Call to Order Commander Chip Kossow, President Theresa Brandt, Commander Robert Jones
    Posting of Colors –
    Invocation – Pastor Stan Hamamoto 
    Pledge of Allegiance   
    National Anthem  
     POW/MIA Empty Chair  
    Military Child Table Ceremony - Jr Auxiliary Preamble  
    Blue Star Banner presentation – Robert Jones
    Introductions
    SAL Detachment Officers – Robert Jones 
    Auxiliary Department Officers and Juniors – Theresa Brandt     
        North West Division Vice President Dee Dee Buckley
    Legion Department Officers – Chip Kossow 
         National Commander – Paul Dillard
  9:30 am - 10:30  am  Awards - Media, LEO/FF,  Community Service, Membership
10:30 am    Break to separate meetings
10:30 am - 5;00 pm  Auxiliary meeting   – Ballroom C
10:30 am – 2:00 pm  Jr Auxiliary meeting – Salon G
10:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sons of The American Legion meeting – Salon E 
10:30 am – 11:30 am    Resume Legion meeting – Ballrooms A & B
        Membership speakers
11:30 am – 12:30 pm   Past Commanders Lunch – Foothills Room
        Guest Speaker – Greg Stube
12 Noon – 1:15 pm         Auxiliary Lunch – Pikes Peak Room
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You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time You Too Can Join The World’s Largest War Time 
Veterans Service Organization And Advocate For Veterans Service Organization And Advocate For 

Veteran’s Benefits Too! Veteran’s Benefits Too! 
Call 303-366-5201Call 303-366-5201

Reconvene
  1:30 am – 4:30 pm  Boys State Kickoff Session- Foothills Room
  1:00 pm     Breakout sessions
  1:00 pm   Mental Health Discussion – Crystal Tabor – Ballroom A 
    Commander Discussion – Chip Kossow – Centennial Room 
    Adjutant Discussion – Annette Johnson – Gold Camp Room
  2:00 pm   Suicide Prevention Discussion Georgia Gerard – Ballroom A 
    Commander Discussion – Chip Kossow – Centennial Room
    Adjutant Discussion – Annette Johnson – Gold Camp Room
  3:00 pm   Alzheimer @ Dementia Care – Kelly Horton - Ballroom A
    Chaplain Discussion – Pastor Stan – Centennial Room
    Service Officer Discussion – Will Davis - Gold Camp Room
  4:00 pm   Alzheimer @ Dementia Care – Kelly Horton – Ballroom A
    VA Reverse Mortgage – Kip Bishop – Centennial Room
    Medicare Overview – Zach Pierce – Gold Camp Room
  4:00 pm   Legion Riders – Salon F
  1:00 am - 5:00 pm  All Veterans Resource & Information Tables – Lobby area
  1:00 am - 5:00 pm  Military Equipment and Display – Salon D
        10th Special Forces Group Team Display 
        4th Infantry Division Stryker Display
  6:00 pm   Social Hour 
  7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  Jeff Luginbuel Media Awards Banquet – Summit Room
        Award Presentations
        Key Note Speaker – National Commander Paul Dillard

Sunday January 23, 2022
  8:30 am   Closing ceremony, Commander Kossow, President Brandt, SAL Commander Jones – 
    Ballrooms A & B
  9:00 am    4 Chaplains Memorial Service – Chaplain Stan Hamamoto
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Department Auxiliary 
Mid-Year Conference Agenda

Saturday January 22, 2022
10:30 am – 11:30 am    Auxiliary Meeting – Ballroom C
10:45 am – 11:15 am  Northwest Division Vice President Dee Dee Buckley
11:15 am – 11:30 am  Girls State/Girls Nation Report - Ann Ritacco/Chris Harvey
11:30 am – 11:45 am  Juniors Report – Kailey Fobare
  12 Noon – 1:15 pm  Membership Lunch – Pikes Peak Room
  1:15 pm – 2:15 pm  Facebook Training- Cyndi Sipes
  2:15 pm – 3:30 pm  Committee Exhibits/Caregivers Thank You Cards
  6:00 pm     Social Hour 
  7:00 pm - 9:00 pm	 	 Jeff	Luginbuel	Media Awards Banquet – Summit Room   
        Award Presentations
        Key Note Speaker – National Commander Paul Dillard
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Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Colorado

Agenda
Detachment Executive Committee

January 22, 2022
    Salute
    Opening Prayer: Chaplain Brad Henderson
    POW/MIA Ceremony: Commander Bobby Jones
    Blue Star Banner Ceremony: Commander Bobby Jones
    Pledge of Allegiance: 
    Recitation of Preamble: 
    Roll Call of Officers:
    Roll Call - Past Detachment Commanders:
    Roll Call – Squadrons:
       Introduction of Distinguished Guests:
    Reading of Minutes:  Adjutant Scott Garrett
    Correspondence:
    Appointments:
    Special Presentations:
    Vice Commanders Reports:

       Senior Vice Walter Weld:
       Junior Vice Ron Noakes:
       Junior Vice Jim Gaddis:
       Junior Vice Richard Humphrey:

    Committee Reports 
   Membership Walter Weld:
   Permanent Membership Rick Baldessari:
   Finance Rick Baldessari;
   Americanism Ron Noakes:
   Children & Youth Pete Sierminski:
   Legislative Richard Humphrey:
   VA & R Nick Arceo
   NEC Scott Garrett:
   Advisor Shane Hasert:

    Unfinished Business:
    New Business:
    Good of the Sons:
    Closing Prayer: Chaplain Brad Henderson
    Closing:  Commander Bobby Jones    
    Retirement of the Colors: 
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WWOMEN OMEN 
VETERANSVETERANS
Virtual Town HallVirtual Town Hall
December 7, 2021
5:00pm – 6:30pm
Email the Western Colorado Women 
Veteran Program Manager with questions: 
VAWColoradoWomenVeteransProgram@va.gov.

Please complete the Waggl survey to 
suggest topics for future events and to help 
us better serve you.

 » Click here to take the survey  
on your computer.

 » Use the QR code on the right  
to take the survey from a 
mobile device.

Survey will be available until December 10.

When it’s time, join your TEAMS meeting here. 
Use the QR Code to join the meeting from a mobile device.  
Click here to join the meeting from your computer.

Join by phone (audio only): +1-872-701-0185

Phone Conference ID: 581928855#

U.S. Department of Veterans A�airs

Veterans Health Administration
VA Western Colorado Health Care System
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Department Mid-Year Conference
January 21-23, 2022

Elegante' Hotel and Conference Center
2886 S. Circle Dr.

Colorado Springs, CO 80906
719-576-5900

  Department Mid-Year Conference   
  Thursday         January 20, 2022
  Friday              January 21, 2022 
  Saturday          January 23, 2022

All rooms are:
$102 +10.25% = $10.46 taxes = $112..46 per night

Check in time is 3 pm – check out is 11 am.
Cut off date for this rate is December 30, 2022

Pool rooms inside or out are an additional $10. Hotel policy 
is a $75 fee for checking out early. If you are changing your 

check out date, advise the check-in desk upon arrival.

Please use the information above and call the hotel directly 
for reservations or you can also call 800 981-4012 and men-

tion The American Legion to receive the rates quoted.  

Arrival Date: ___________Departing Date: ____________

Amount of Deposit: $_____________

Check #_______Credit card: Visa _____ Master Card _____ 

Card # ________________________expiration date _______

Name: ________________________Phone # (___) ____-_____

Address: ____________________________________________

City: _______________________________ Zip: ___________

Signature: __________________________________________

(MST Continued from Page 21)

“MST does not have its own disability questionnaire,” she said. 
“It falls under PTSD as a ‘stressor,’ not its own ratable condition.”

A specific MST disability benefit questionnaire will provide the 
claims specialist with a more complete picture. Purswell added 
that the Department of Defense (DoD) should permanently 
maintain records of reported MST allegations. This would expand 
a victim’s access to documented evidence needed for future VA 
claims. Combined, these efforts would reduce the burden of proof 
from the veteran.

Additionally, Purswell said the physical injuries and all secondary 
diagnoses resulting from MST should be a part of the overall 
MST claim. “By grouping all comorbidities that occurred during 
MST as one, the veteran will likely have a more cohesive claim to 
file and will also likely earn a higher rating than if all secondary 
injuries are rated separately,” she said.

Sexual harassment and assault are largely looked at as a women’s 
issue and the inequity in MST claims approvals reflects this. 
According to the DoD’s 2018 Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response report, 37 percent of women servicemembers who 
experienced sexual assault reported the crime, with only 17 
percent of men reporting their assault. However, more than half of 
the survivors of MST are men.

The American Legion testified that military and sociocultural 
expectations of male veterans influence the inequity in claims 
approvals for male MST survivors.

“According to these expectations, male veterans are expected to 
handle unwanted sexual situations in the moment so as to not 
allow it to happen in the first place,” Purswell stated in her written 
testimony. “Conversely, women are somehow painted as victims 
who cannot defend themselves, so their claims are more credible.”

A solution recommended by The American Legion is to combine 
Veterans Health Administration (VHA) and Veterans Benefits 
Administration (VBA) MST processes by creating a stand-alone 
MST office with staff that is expertly trained to VA standards 
in MST injury and claims. A collaborative effort will ensure a 
veteran has access to support and care during the claims process. 
Additionally, The American Legion believes both oversight and 
inequity will benefit from a joint VHA/VBA endeavor. These 
recommendations are supported by American Legion Resolutions 
No. 18: Veteran Military Sexual Trauma (MST) Claims Training 
and No. 67: Military Sexual Trauma.

This is a personal endeavor for The American Legion because 
MST affects all veterans, wrote Purswell. “It is a priority of The 
American Legion that all our nation’s veterans receive the quality 
care and support we expect from VA,” her written testimony 
stated. “The American Legion knows firsthand that VA is the best 
place for veterans to receive care. We also know there are always 
improvements that can be made especially when an issue like MST 
claims is identified.”
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Your why is what keeps you in The American Legion

The American Legion

Upon his return home from deployment to Germany in 1971, 
David Rehbein walked into a café dressed in his Army 

uniform. His appearance garnered little respect or appreciation, 
as unfortunately common to military servicemembers during the 
Vietnam War. He then made the decision to put his military service 
behind him.

But then, “I was missing 
something. What I was missing 
was that spirit of camaraderie,” 
the American Legion past national 
commander and National Legion 
College chancellor shared with 
the 2020 class during his remarks 
Nov. 15 at National Headquarters 
in Indianapolis. “But the day 
I walked into that American 
Legion post (because of his wife, 
Ann, who grew up in the Legion 
Family) and joined, I found that 
spirit of camaraderie. You could 
feel the same feeling you had 
back there in that Army unit.

“And that’s my why (for 
remaining a member in The 
American Legion). Because 
it doesn’t matter what I do, it 
doesn’t matter where I go, what 
hat I wear, it’s that feeling that has 
kept me in The American Legion. 
Because of what the organization 
did for me to restore that feeling 
of family, besides my spouse and 
children, this other family. That’s what’s motivated me in The 
American Legion all these years.”

Rehbein turned the opportunity over to the Legion College class 
to share their why. “Because it’s that why that keeps you as a 
member,” he said. “It’s not what you do … it’s why you do it.”

Joseph Schmidt passed his grandfather’s American Legion cap 
every day growing up as it laid in his parents four season front 
porch. He never knew his grandfather, as he had passed before 
Schmidt was born. In 2012, Schmidt was injured while deployed to 
Afghanistan and left service two years later. “But my service wasn’t 

done yet, I didn’t know what else to do,” he shared. “I figured if 
The American Legion was good enough for (my grandfather), it 
was probably good enough for me. I walked into a Legion post, 
signed up and found my place of service where I can continue to 
serve my community … serve veterans and soldiers.” 

“To this day I thank my father for just leaving my grandfather’s 
(American Legion) cap out there to define my place here in The 
American Legion,” he said.

Randy Olson’s cousin was shot 
and injured during a deployment 
to Afghanistan. “I thought what 
can I do for him? He has little to 
none (VA) disability rating since 
he didn’t lose a limb. I am going 
to fight for this veteran,” said 
Olson, a member of American 
Legion Post 82 in Winnebago, 
Minn. “One of my whys is that 
I want to be the one that makes 
a difference. It gives me more of 
a drive every day to keep doing 
more for veterans.”

For Brenda Hokenson of 
American Legion Post 6 in 
Moscow, Idaho, her why is 
“giving back. How can as a 
veteran I assist other veterans, 
and this (membership in The 
American Legion) has given me 
that chance to help. It’s given 
me a home, a chance to help 
others and branch out into the 

community more.”

After listening to several Legion College students share their why, 
Rehbein said what he heard, and expected to hear, is that “your 
why is connected very strongly to your emotional attachment to 
the organization.” Then he laid out a challenge to them.

“Our challenge is to help the younger folks that we’re recruiting 
into the organization to understand and develop that same kind 
of emotional attachment to The American Legion,” he said. “And 
that’s a challenge that we all have to handle individually because 
every person we approach is an individual. We won’t know what 
their why is until they find out what it is.”

Past National Commander David Rehbein and 
National Legion College chancellor speaks to the 
2020 class at National Headquarters in Indianapolis 
on Monday, Nov.15. Photo by Ben Mikesell/The 
American Legion

Join The American Legion 

 

And, Help Our Nation's Veterans
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